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Fronting the churchyard 
and backing onto the S side 
of the nave of the abbey, the 
Clopton Asylum, built 
1735–44, now The 
Deanery, was noted in 
passing.29 The tour 
continued across the West 
Front and noted a fragment 
of 12th-century ashlar with 
decorative interlace, reused 
within the core material. 

Entering the Abbey 
Gardens, the group 
observed the dormitory 
areas of the cloisters with 
views S over the nave of the 
abbey church, gaining an 
impression of its great 
overall length, probably the longest in the 
country. Ground level changes here 
demonstrate the clearance of floor 
materials of the N transept and crossing 
areas by archaeologists of the Ministry of 
Public Buildings and Works (MPBW) in 
the mid-20th-century, whilst for the bulk 
of the nave the deposited rubble of post-
Reformation date is clearly visible (Fig. 
104). At the crossing, the bases of the 
piers had obviously been protected by this 
demolition debris, until subsequent 
works have exposed them (Fig. 105). 
Close examination of the mortar bonding 
of the crossing piers shows the inclusion 

PREVIOUS PAGE TOP: 
FIG. 103 – The Chapel of the Charnel: 

stone coffin fragments reused in the coins 
of the S central buttress. 

 

PREVIOUS PAGE BOTTOM: 
FIG. 104 – The abbey church: 

N transept looking at surviving rubble level 
in central nave. 

 

TOP: 
FIG. 105 – The abbey church: 

architectural detail of NE crossing pier. 
 

RIGHT: 
FIG. 106 – The abbey church: 

NE crossing pier viewed from W.
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of fragmented Roman building tile, used as a pozzolan to enhance the speed and setting of the 
lime mortar. Its appearance seems to be exclusive to these four piers, fundamental to their 
stability in supporting the building. 

Observation from the nave shows that on the N face of the NE crossing pier a group of four 
surviving voussoirs can be seen in the projecting rubble core stubs. This forms the springing for 
the chancel arch at both clerestory and triforium level (Fig. 106). Standing within the crossing, 
the level of the presbytery floor and site of St Edmund’s shrine can be estimated from the level 
of the single step and height of the vaults in the crypt below. Looking at the walls of the crypt, 
the position of the vaults are apparent. The clearance of this area by the MPBW produced 
reused stonework in the form of baluster shafts from a pre-Conquest building, which may be 
best explained by the rotunda chapel of Cnut, reportedly seen beneath the Lady Chapel on the 
N side of the presbytery.30 

From this high point of the abbey church floor level, the land over the precinct drops away 
eastwards to the river Lark, where signs of ground-raising reclamation are visible within the 
presumed original flood plain. The tour noted the site of the tennis courts, beyond the 
crypt/shrine, an area previously unexcavated, and of considerable potential and interest. 
Geophysical and further survey work may happen as a result of the research agenda of the 
Abbey of St Edmund Heritage Partnership, in which the Institute is involved. This partnership 
aims to combine the interests of all those using the Abbey Gardens, and not just of the 
management of the scheduled ancient monument.31 

Whilst within the ‘ruins’, some discussion was had on the best ways of improving public 
understanding of the abbey, and the contrast between this archaeological area and the 
garden/leisure facilities which greet the visitor entering from the great medieval gate on Angel 
Hill, or the Eastgate entrance. 

Having traversed the fragmentary rubble walls of the claustral range, and standing on 
higher ground near the Queen’s Chamber, the full extent of the N portion of the walled 
precinct was visible, complementing views already noted of the southern extent from the 
Great Churchyard. Excavations at the Queen’s Chamber, undertaken for the then Department 
of the Environment by Tony Fleming in the 1970s (unpublished) were of particular 
significance, as sherds of Middle Saxon Ipswich ware were uncovered, thus strongly 
suggesting the presence here of the pre-Conquest settlement mentioned above (see 
Beadricesworth), which preceded the abbey. 

FIG. 107 – View of trench with pits and sunken-featured buildings at Rendlesham (©SCCAS).
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TOP: 
FIG. 108 – Anglo-Saxon brooch found by metal detecting over a trench during excavation (©SCCAS). 

 
BOTTOM: 

FIG. 109 – Excavated WWI practice trench cutting an Anglo-Saxon sunken-featured building (©SCCAS). 



The tour finished at the W end, inside the great Abbey Gate, and delegates were directed to 
observe that the wall line on this N side of the site is in fact the courtyard face of buildings which 
lined the external precinct wall, some 5m further N. Scars can be seen indicating the position of 
doors, windows and cart doors, testament to those structures built against the wall, but no 
longer extant. Delegates were also encouraged to exit via Abbey Gate and observe its position 
off the alignment with Abbeygate Street. This was caused by troubles with the townsfolk in 1327 
who burnt down the original gate, immediately N of the current gate, and which would have 
aligned with the street.32 Also to be noted was the ornate tracery of the gate itself, which could 
be classed as one of the finest pieces of medieval building work N of the Alps. 
 
7 September. Alice De Leo. 
Rendlesham Revealed community excavation (Report by Alice De Leo, Suffolk County 
Council). Members were invited to visit the archaeological excavations at Rendlesham as part 
of the Rendlesham Revealed project funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund and led by 
Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service. The excavations are part of an extensive 
three-year fieldwork programme throughout the Deben valley. Summer 2021 saw the first 
season of excavations at Rendlesham, which were carried out by volunteers under the 
guidance of a small expert team from the Suffolk office of Cotswold Archaeology and Suffolk 
County Council Archaeological Service, with academic advice and direction from Professor 
Christopher Scull. Special thanks go to the landowner and farmer for their kind permission 
and support. 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, only a small group of twelve members joined the visit. The 
members were welcomed by Alice De Leo before being taken to the site where Professor Scull 
gave an introduction followed by a one-hour tour around the excavated trenches. 

Previous investigations have identified Rendlesham as the largest and wealthiest settlement 
of its time so far discovered in England, covering over 50ha. It flourished for almost 300 years 
from the 5th to the 8th centuries. Five trenches were excavated in the wider area of earlier 
Anglo-Saxon settlement, targeting potential features identified on previous magnetometry 
surveys. The excavations in three of the trenches uncovered the remains of sunken-featured 
buildings, pits and post-holes of probable 5th–6th century date over a wide area, indicating 
an extensive settlement whose inhabitants were engaged in farming and craftworking (Fig. 
107). Evidence of this includes bones from butchered cattle, sheep and pigs; items associated 
with spinning and weaving including spindle whorls and loom weights; melted metal 
fragments and slag indicating smithing and manufacture of copper-alloy objects; fragments of 
pottery vessels used for cooking and storage; items of dress including a copper-alloy brooch 
and buckle (Fig. 108). 

Earlier prehistoric features were also excavated in three of the trenches, including an Iron 
Age double-ditched enclosure and prehistoric pits and a boundary ditch. Surprisingly, a WW1 
military practice trench was also revealed in one of the trenches, probably dug by a battalion 
of the Territorial Force in 1914 or early 1915; this was cutting an Anglo-Saxon sunken-
featured building (Fig. 109). In the fifth trench, a layer of buried soil 10–20cm deep was 
revealed overlying the archaeology; this was not excavated. 

The next season of archaeological excavations is planned for summer 2022. 
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NOTES 
 

1 Latten, an alloy of copper and zinc; T[he] N[ational] A[rchives], PROB 11/14/548 (Fyssher). 
2 Northeast 2001, 186, no. 487 (Walkefar), 384–5, no. 1116 (Crowe); S[uffolk] A[rchives]/B[ury St 

Edmunds], R2/9/246 (Cabow); Northeast and Falvey, 42–3, no. 75 (Charite), 101–2, no. 181 (Wederton), 
23–4, no. 43 (Qwyntyn), 121, no. 211 (Crowe). 

3 Northeast and Falvey 2010, 101–2, no. 181 (Wederton). 
4 Blois also recorded a monument in the church to ‘Wetherton et Johanna uxor eius’, see Church Notes of 

William Blois, vol. iii, 320, SA/I[pswich], GC17/755. William Cressener, esq., of Boxted was buried in the 
friars’ church in Sudbury in 1454 (will dated 31 March 1454, proved 10 May 1454, TNA, PROB 
11/1/256). 

5 N[orfolk] R[ecord] O[ffice], N[orwich] C[onsistory] C[ourt], Betyns 124 (Fenys). 
6 Lambeth Palace Library, Reg. Stafford (Kemp), f. 276 (Bettys). 
7 Northeast 2001, 505, no. 1459 (Qwarry). 
8 NRO, NCC, Briggs 211 (Scorell). 
9 Tom Martin’s Church Notes, Suffolk, SA/B, E2/41/8b, vol. 11b. 
10 Suffolk Chronicle, 11 May 1878. 
11 TNA, PROB 11/20/342 (Cooke). 
12 The Breviary of Suffolk (British Library, Harleian MS 3873, 55) records the lost inscription as ‘Hoc 

tegitur saxo Johannis Spring miles qui quidem Johannes obijt 12 die mensis Februarij anno Christo nato 
millimo cccccxlvij cujus anime prospitietur Deus amen’. It adds that ‘This epitaph is in Hitcham church, 
under his statue all armed, in brasse, 2 escocheons, 1 Spring’s single coat, the 2nd Spring empaled 
Waldegrave & Mounchancy, quarterly’. The 2nd shield was still in position in the seventeenth century 
when seen by the antiquarian William Blois. He also recorded a lost stone to ‘Sir William Fenis [with an 
inserted note: ‘qu. if not Sir Robt.’] miles et Dom. Elianor uxor ejus qui Gulielmo obit. 1509’, but he 
noted its shields were ‘reav’d’, i.e. stolen, see Church Notes of William Blois, vol. iii, 320, SA/I, 
GC17/755. This stone actually commemorated Sir Robert Fynes of Wetherden Hall who, in his will of 
1509, requested burial in the church. 

13 This by the Hadleigh-born sculptor and poet, Thomas Woolner (1825–92), a founder member of the Pre-
Raphaelite Brotherhood who corresponded with Charles Darwin. 

14 Bridge 2019.  
15 TNA, PROB 11/20/342 (Cooke). 
16 SA/B, IC500/2/17/74 (Bowyll). 
17 ‘Church Goods in Suffolk No. XLVII’ [1553], East Anglian Notes and Queries, III, 1889–90, 286–7. 
18 SA/B, IC500/2/13/101 (Lever). 
19 Raven 1890, 202. For more details of the bellfounders, see P. Cattermole, Church Bells and Bell-Ringing. 

A Norfolk Profile, Woodbridge (1990), 192 and 199. 
20 All Saints’ Parish Church, Hitcham, Suffolk. http://taylorbells.co.uk/project/hitcham-suffolk/. 
21 Davis and Sear, forthcoming. 
22 SA/B, Acc. 1476/12, 13 and 359/3. 
23 These numbers reflect those shops or stalls which can be identified from the available evidence 

(particularly the account roll for 1472/73) as being located within a particular row. Unfortunately, it is 
not possible to discern the location of all of the shops or stalls which are known to have existed within 
the marketplace. 

24 See P. Bryan and N. Wise, ‘A reconstruction of the medieval Cambridge market place’, Proceedings of the 
Cambridge Antiquarian Society, 91 (2002), 73–88. 

25 May 1975, 262. 
26 Plunkett 2005, 106–7. 
27 Suffolk’s Story 17 AD 654–1539 Bury St Edmunds Abbey (www.suffolkinstitute.org.uk/suffolk-s-story-17). 
28 Gransden 2015, 221–4. 
29 Bettley and Pevsner 2015, 49. 
30 Gem and Keane 1981. 
31 Abbey of St Edmund Heritage Partnership (www.abbeyofstedmund.org.uk/). 
32 Lobel 1933, 215–31. 
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