485

ARCHAEOLOGY IN SUFFOLK 2003
compiled by EDWARD MARTIN, COLIN PENDLETON and JUDITH PLOUvIEZ
objectdrawings by DONNA WREATHALL

THIS IS A selectionof the new discoveriesreported in 2003. Information on all these has
been incorporated into the county's Sitesand MonumentsRecord, whichis maintained by
the ArchaeologicalServiceof SuffolkCounty Council at Bury St Edmunds; the Record
number is quoted at the beginning of each entry. Followingrequests from metal detector
users, wehave removedall grid referencesfrom entries concerningfindsreported by them.
Wecontinue to be grateful to all those who contribute informationfor this annual list.
Abbreviations:

E.C.C.
E.C.S.
I.D.D.C.
M.D.D.C.
M.d.f.
N.M.S.
S.C.C.A.S.

Pa
Me
Ne
BA
IA
Pr

EssexCounty Council
East Coast Searchers
Ipswichand DistrictDetector Club
Mildenhalland DistrictDetector Club
Metaldetector find
Norfolk MuseumsService
SuffolkCounty CouncilArchaeologicalService,Shire Hall,
Bury St Edmunds IP33 2AR(tel. 01284 352443;
e-mailarchaeology@et.suffolkcc.gov.uk)

Palaeolithic
Mesolithic
Neolithic
BronzeAge
Iron Age
Prehistoric

Ro
Sx
Md
PM
Un

Roman
Saxon
Medieval
Post-Medieval
Period unknown

INDIVIDUALFINDSANDDISCOVERIES
Akenham (AKE019). Sx. Bronze brooch, cross-shapedwith expanded arms, Late Saxon.
(Fig. 148,G). (M.d.f.).
Aldeburgh (ADB005). Md. Silverpenny of William1 (1066-1087)modified as a brooch
with gilding on the reverse and solder marks where the pin lug and catchplatewere fixed
to the obverse. (I.D.D.C.).
Alderton (ADT024). Sx. Fragment of a small-longEarly Anglo-Saxonbrooch and two
later hooked tag fasteners. (I.D.D.C.).
Aldham (ADH013). Ne. Polishedflint axebead. (E.C.S.).
Badimgham(BDG043). Md. Coinsand coarse ware pottery, mainly 13th to 14thcentury.
(M.d.f.).
Barking (BRK088). Md. Shield-shapedbronze heraldic harness pendant, a lion rampant
inlaid with red and blue enamel. If the colours are meant to represent purple, the arms
could be those used by Henry de Lacy,3rd Earl of Lincoln(1258-1311):or, a lion rampant
purpure. (I.D.D.C.).
Barking (BRK 103). Ro. Coins (2nd to late 4th centuries) and pottery including samian
and Oxford wares. (M.d.f.).
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Barrow (TL 7664; BRR 040). Md. Pottery (St Neots ware and later coarse wares) found
in a garden drain trench. (B.J.Reeve).
Great Barton (BRG 036). Ro, Sx. 2nd- to 4th-century coins, bronze bracelet fragment,
pottery including samian and 4th-century wares, roof and box tile concentrations
suggesting a building. Middle Saxon bronze ansate brooch with punched ring and dot
decoration. (I.D.D.C.).
GreatBarton (BRG 039). Ro, Sx. Roman pottery including samian ware and coins (late
3rd to late 4th century). Middle Saxon bronze ansate brooch with transverse mouldings.
(M.d.f.).
GreatBealings (BEG 019). IA/Ro.Bronze baldric ring with an offset disc which has a tripart shape on a yellow glass background with blue filled circles and a central red circle. 1st
century; the use of blue and yellow glass might suggest a post-43 date (Fig. 143, A). Also a
bronze Colchester brooch. (I.D.D.C.).
Great Bealings (BEG 020). Sx. Fragment of a gilded bronze florid cruciform brooch.
(M.d.f.).
Bedfield (BED 021). Ro, Md. Large scatter of pottery including amphorae,Nene Valley,
Oxford and Mayen wares, mainly later Roman in date, with some 12th- to 16th-century
material. (C.Ware).
Bedingfield (BDF 010). Sx? Bronze fragment, probably a harness fitting, with an
openwork terminal, the main decorative elements being two opposed identical animals.
Probably Late Saxon (Fig. 148, E). (M.d.f.).
Bentley (BTY 029). BA Circular shale bead, thicker on one side, of Early Bronze Age
type. (E.C.S.).

A

10cm

FIG. 141 —Prehistoric flint axes: (A) Mesolithic from Eye; (B) Neolithic from Brettenharn (butt end only).
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(BTY030). Sx. Enamelled bronze escutcheon from the base of a hanging bowl
(Fig. 146,C). (E.C.S.).
Little Blakenham (BLL011). Md. Lead papal bull of Gregory IX (1227-1241).(M.d.f.).
Blythburgh (BLB016). Sx. Gildedbronze gussetplate witb damaged pierced lugs at each
corner (Fig. 146,B). (M.d.f.).
Braiseworth (BRA001). Sx. Cruciformand ansate bronze brooches,tweezersand hookedtag dress fasteners. (M.d.f.).
Braiseworth (BRA005). Ro. Coins (2nd to late 4th centuries), bronze brooches, stylus,
hairpin, bracelet fragments and a figurine of a naked figure in a helmet, probably
representing Mars (Fig. 144, E). (M.d.f.).
Braiseworth (BRA006). Sx. Bronze hollowspherical-headedpin withcircularsettingsand
applied silverwire decoration, Middle Saxon (Fig. 146,A).(M.d.f.).
Brantham (BNT 041). Sx. Hoard of c. 90 silverpennies of Edward the Elder (899-924),
deposited c. 920. (E.C.S.).
Brettenham (BTT 019). Ne. Butt of a very large polished flint axehead, re-used after
breakage as a core, with heavy patination on the break and flake scars (Fig. 141, B).
Bentley

(I.D.D.C.).
Bucklesham (BUC 060). Pr. Scatter

of worked

flints including

scrapers,

core, awls and leaf

arrowheads. (L.Lannigan).
Bungay (BUN 050). Ro, Sx. Bronze enamelled
disc brooch
and silver coin (A.D. 79).
Bronze strap end, Thomas type B, 8th-9th century. (M.d.f.per N.M.S.).
Bures St Moy (BSM 018). Sx. Silver sceat, Series D, type 2c, continental runic type (c.
700-715). (M.d.f.).
Bums St Maiy (TL 8935; BSM040). Ne. Small,complete, partly polished, flint axehead.
(M.Matthews).
Bures St Mary (TL 8935; BSM041). Me. Small flint tranchet axehead. (M.Matthews).

10cm

FIG.142—Bronze Age:(A)gold covered 'ring money' from Freckenham; (B, C)bronze axes from Wantisden
and Burgate.
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Bures St Mary (BSM Misc). Md. Gilded bronze harness decoration: a sphere, which
originally rotated on a shaft, with four surviving pendant arms and the holes for another
two. Two small rectangular pendants survive, each witb a raised lozenge and recessed
central quatrefoil (Fig. 149, A). (M.d.f.).
Burgate (BUR 029). BA. Middle Bronze Age bronze unlooped palstave, as RowlandsClass
1 developed shield pattern palstaves group 3 or 5b (Fig. 142, C). (M.D.D.C.).
Buxhall (BUX 023). Sx. Silver penny of Offa, Group II with portrait (787-792). (M.d.f.).
CampseyAsh (CAAMisc). IA, Ro. Fragment of a probable small bronze strap union with
three loops, largely missing around a central human face (Fig. 143, D). (M.d.f.).
Chelmondiston(CHL 054). IA, Sx. Late Iron Age miniature bronze terret, unusually with a
U-section ring. Strap end of Thomastype A with nielloand silver wire decoration, 9th century.
Chilton (CHT 016). Sx. Ornate bronze Viking buckle (Fig. 146, F). (M.D.D.C.).
Clare(CLA Misc). IA. Fragment of a lst-century bronze terret with a flat disc projection
on the loop. (M.d.f. per N.M.S.).
Clare (CLA Misc). Md. Bronze shield-shaped heraldic harness pendant, bears: vairy
(nothing surviving) and gules (red enamel), overall a bendlet azure (blue enamel) —a
version of the arms of the Ferrers family of Walton, Derbyshire. (M.d.f.).
Claydon(CLY 012). Md. Bronze shield-shaped heraldic harness pendant bearing three
lions passant and traces of red enamel behind —the arms of England under Edward I and
II. (M.d.f).
Combs (COM 026). Ro. Small bronze lid from a cylindrical container, tinned and
decorated witb concentric grooves and fragments of an early Roman bracelet and a
hairpin. (M.d.f.).
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FIG. 143 —Iron Age and early Roman
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(A) baldric

ring from Great

Bealings;

(B) terret

Orford; (C—E)terminals and fittings from Freckenham, Campsey Ash and Freckenham.
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Coney Weston (CNW 014). BA, Ro, Sx. Bronze tanged chisel; 3rd-4th century coins;
fragment of an EarlyAnglo-Saxoncruciformbrooch. (M.d.f.per N.M.S.).
Great Cornard (COG 011). Ro. Bronze brooches, Colchester-derivativetypes and a
penannular Fowler type F,late 4th or 5th century (Fig. 145,A). (M.d.f.).
Corton (COR045). Ro. Possiblehoard of fivebronze minims,one probablya 3rd-century
radiate but three perhaps unfinished blanks. (M.d.f.per N.M.S.).
Covehithe (COV 095). Sx, Md. Fragment of an ornate gilded silver link pin, 7th-8th
century; a Late Saxon bronze bell; and a large group of medievalcoins and belt fittings.
(M.d.f.).
Covehithe (COV096). Sx, Md. Bronze zoomorphicterminal, perhaps from a book hasp;
a strap end, Thomas type A, 9th century; and a stirrup-strap mount, Williams ClassA Type
11c, 11th century. Medievalcoins, belt and box fittings and a circular lead seal matrix,
damaged but apparently reading S'ALEXTW( )R( ). (M.d.f.).
Cransford (CRN Misc). Md. Two lead seal matrices, found within 200 metres, both
pointed ovate shape and with the inscription +S':MARIE.DEhO (the sealof Maryde Ho')
around a fleur de lir design resemblingan M. (M.d.f.).
Creeting St Maiy (CRM019). Md. Two lead seal matrices:one is a pointed oval with 'S'
ALICI( ) IGN? V (the seal of Alice ..ign..') around a seed head motif; the other is circular,
inscribed 'SIGIL ( )BERTLWADE'(the seal of (Ro)bertWade')around a plant. (M.d.f.).
Creeting St Maly (CRM 043). Sx. Early Anglo-Saxonbronze cruciform brooches, wrist
claspsof Hines forms B12and B20and a decorated silverfragment, possiblyfrom a squarebeaded brooch. (M.d.f.).
Greeting St Maly (CRM 044). Md. Circular lead seal matrix with suspension loop,
inscribedS'GALFLE ( )VENT (the seal of GeofficyLe ( )vent') around a four-petal flower
and a second, similar in shape, inscribed S' VAL()MORGAN(the seal of Val()Morgan')
around a fteur de lis. (M.d.f.).
Easton (ETN 011). Pr, Md. Worked flints including a partly bifaciallyworked tool,
possiblya very smalland crudely shaped barbed and tanged arrowhead. Potteryand coins,
13th to 15th century, and a bronze annular brooch. (E.C.S.).
Eye (EYE060). Me, BA, IA, Ro, Sx. Mesolithicflint tranchet axe or adze of poor quality
dark grey flint (Fig. 141,A) and a late Neolithicchiseltype transverse arrowhead. Bronze
double-ended tracer awland a fragment of a sickle(or perhaps knife)blade. A Gallo-Belgic
E gold stater, as Van Arsdell 52-1 and a fragment of a silverearly Icenian coin, 'Bury' type
A, as Hobbs nos 3524-3527. Fragmentsof a bronze penannular brooch, an enamelled disc
brooch and two later Roman finger rings. Anglo-Saxonbroocbes, including a 5th-century
supporting-arm type (Fig. 145,B), small-longand cruciformtypes;a girdle hanget; buckle
and a wristclasp (Hines form B18).(M.d.f.).
Eye (EYE068). Sx. EarlyAnglo-Saxonbronze annular brooches,a small-longbrooch and
a shoe-shapedstud. A Late Saxonbronze discbrooch, withtracesof Borre-styledecoration.
(M.d.f.).
Great Finborough (FNG 026). IA. Coin of Cunobelin, similar to Hobbs no.1828, but a
contemporary copy with a bronze core. (M.d.f.).
Flixton (FLN066). Sx, Md. An incompletebronze small-longbrooch and an llth-century
stirrup-strap mount, Williams ClassA Type 10C.Fragment of a lead seal matrix, probably
circular;engraved on both faces:()II2G() (seal of G...') and ( )0DEFR( ) (?Godfrey'), 13thcentury, a bronze harness mount and an imitation gold noble of Richard II, made by
sandwichinga lead core between gold foil sheets impressed from a genuine but clipped
coin, probably produced between 1412and 1430s.(M.d.f.per N.M.S.).
Flowton (FLW 012). Ro. Rectangularhead of a bronze, originallyenamelled,button-and-
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FIG. 144 —Roman objects: decorative mounts (A) and (F) from Winston and Thorndon;
sceptre handle (B)
from Great Waldingfield; inscribed tag (C) from Shimpling; knife handle (D) from Freckenham; Mars
figurine (E) from Braiseworth. All bronze except (C) is lead.
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loop fastener, Wild Class VIa, probably 2nd century. (M.d.f.).
Foxhall (FXL 037). BA. Hoard of 32 items including bronze socketed axes, spearheads,
knives, sickle and handle fragment from a cauldron or bucket. (M.d.f.).
Freckenham (FRK 013) BA. Penannular 'ring money': a bronze core coated in a gold
sheath and with a banded effect around the circular section of the ring; Late Bronze Age
(Fig. 142, A). (M.D.D.C.).
Freckenham (FRK 031). IA, Ro, Sx. Small bronze flattened spherical pierced knob with
three curving cells containing red enamel, probably later Iron Age or Roman (Fig. 143, E).
Roman bronze knife handle with horse head terminal, originally with a curving triangular
knife blade (Fig. 144, D). Bronze bracelet fragment, brooches (Colchester and flying bird
types) and coins: a silver Icenian Boar-Horse type half unit (Hobbs 3513-3516), bronzes of
3rd to mid 4th century and a silver penny of iEthelstan (924-939), general cross type but
with a double reverse. (M.D.D.C.).
Freckenham (FRK 080). Sx. Fragment of a lead cruciform brooch, possibly part of a
pattern for casting. (M.D.D.C.).
Freckenham (FRK 081). Sx. Silver penny, St Andrews type, of Ecgberht of Wessex (c.
825-839). (M.D.D.C.).
Freckenham (FRK 082). IA, Ro. Bronze

spherical

?pin head

with curvilinear

relief

decoration, parts of which are covered in circular punch marks (Fig. 143, C). Roman coins
(139-348). (I.D.D.C.).
Fressingfield (FSF 035). Sx, Md. llth-century bronze stirrup-strap mount, Williams Class
B Type 2.1 and a 13th-century buckle plate with an openwork fantastic beast design.
(M.d.f.).
Fressingfield (FSF 042). Sx. Bronze five-lobed sword pommel, 10th or 11th century.
(M.d.f.).

A
5 cm

FIG. 145- 5th-century brooches from Great Cornard (A)and Eye (B).
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Fressingfield (FSF 058). Sx, Md. Bronze coin, Byzantine five nummi piece (542-565); a
finger ring of Late Saxon type with overlapping tapered terminals; and a fragment of
another; medievalbronze bucklesand hooks. (M.d.f.).
Fressingfield (FSF056). Ne. Small,partly polished, pale grey flint axe. (R.Creasey).
Fressingfield (FSFMisc).Md. Lead pointed-ovalseal matrix, inscribed S'WILEI: AZERD
('the seal of WilliamAzerd') around a foliagedesign. (M.d.f.).
Fressingfield (FSF Misc) IA. Silver coin: Icenian Early Face-HorseA type, probably an
early example of the type. (M.d.f.).
Gedding (GDD013). Ro, Sx, Md. Bronzebrooch, Colchester-derivativetype. Bronze pin,
biconicalhead with punched ring and dot motifs; silvercut halfpenny of /Ethelred II (c.
991-997) and a Late Saxon bronze stirrup terminal. Medievalcoins, bronze belt fittings
and a harness pendant. (M.d.f.).
Gisleham (GSEMisc).Ro? Gold finger ring, fairlynarrow hoop with a smalloval setting,
now empty. (M.d.f.).
Gislingham (GSG010). Sx. Twobronze EarlyAnglo-Saxonbrooches, a small-longand a
5th-century type cruciform. (M.d.f.).

0 0

5 cm
FIG. 146 — Anglo-Saxon
bronze objects: pin (A) from Braiseworth;
hanging bowl mount (C) from Bentley; decorative
mount (D) from
Wingfield and Chilton.

gusset plate (B) from Blythhurgh;
Hacheston;
buckle parts (E, F) from
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Gislingham (GSG026). Ro, Sx. Roman bronze brooch (Hod Hill type) and 4th-century
coins. EarlyAnglo-Saxonbrooch fragments and girdle hanger. (M.d.f.).
GreatGlemham(GLG021).Pa, Md. Flint flake,probably Lower Palaeolithic.Pottery and
coins, 12th to 14th century. (I.D.D.C.).
Hacheston(HCH 001). Sx. Square gilt bronze mount with chip-carvedStyle 1 decoration
on the front and four rivetsbehind, probably from a decorated bridle or sword belt (Fig.
146,D). (I.D.D.C.).
Hadleigh (HAD002).Ro. Coins(2nd to mid 4th centuries)and an enamelledbutton-andloop fastener; Wild type VIa. (I.D.D.C.).
Hemingstone(HMG018).Sx. Bronze discbrooch with Late Saxon Borre-styledecoration
(Fig. 148, F). (1.D.D.C.).
Herringswell(TL17069;HGWMisc).Ne. Large polished flint axe. (E.Reeves).
Hessett (HTT 015). Sx, Md. Bronze disc brooch, a worn example of the 9th-century
'saints' type, and a strap end of the same date. Coarseware pottery, 12th to 14th centuries,
and an enamelled heraldic harness pendant, lozenge-shapedwith arms possiblyof the de
Ilketshalefamily(1262-1361).(I.D.D.C.).
Hintlesham (HNS 023). BA. Fragment of a Late Bronze Age sword blade and the blade
end of a small socketed axe or chisel, together suggesting a Late Bronze Age hoard.
(I.D.D.C.).
Horringer (HGR 019). BA, IA, Ro. Socketedbronze chisel,Late Bronze Age. Bronze flat
ring terret fragment, later Iron Age. Roman coins (1st to late 4th centuries) and brooches
(Langton Downand plate types).(M.d.f.per N.M.S.).
Icklingham (TL/7673;IKL 139). Pr, Ro, Sx. Surface scatter of worked flints, a sherd of
Beaker and later Bronze Age/Iron Age wares; a substantialgroup of Roman pottery and
tile and EarlyAnglo-Saxonhand made waresincluding stamped pieces.(P Ardley).
Icklingham (IKL 142).Ro, Sx. Roman coins(late3rd to mid 4th century) and pottery and
a slightlymolten fragment of an EarlyAnglo-Saxoncruciformbrooch. (M.d.f.per N.M.S.).
Ixworth (IXW057). Sx. Fragment of a Late Saxonbridle cheek-pieceand a stirrup-strap
mount, Williams ClassA Type 14 (Fig. 148,A). (M.d.f.).
Kenton (KNN013). Ro, Sx. Romanbrooches(Colchesterand trumpet-derived types)and
a strap ring with offset disc, 1st century. A plain bronze stirrup terminal, probably Late
Saxon. (M.d.f.).
Kenton (KNN 015). Sx. Bronze stirrup-strap mount, abraded but identifiably Williams
ClassA Type 3, in the form of a standing figure grasping a pair of serpents, Ilth century.
(M.d.f.).
Kettlebaston(KBAMisc).IA. Bronze coin of Addedomaros, VanArsdell 1646-1.(M.d.f.).
Knodishall (KND006). Md. Bronze figurine of a standing male figure, probably StJohn
and originallyattached to the limb of a processionalcross (Fig. 150,A). (M.d.f.).
Laxfield (LXD043). BA, Ro, Md. Tip of a Late Bronze Age bronze spearhead. Roman
coins(1stto mid 4th centuries)and twoearly Roman bracelet fragments. Circular lead seal
matrix, inscribed `STHOMESCVS'(the seal of Thomas Scus')around a central crossand
an illegiblefragment of a pointed-ovalseal matrix. (M.D.D.C.).
Laxfield (LXD044). Ro, Sx. Roman coins (1st to mid 4th century), a bronze rosette type
brooch and a fragment of a probable 4th- or 5th-century strap end. An Anglo-Saxonsmalllong brooch. (M.D.D.C.).
Leiston (LCS 135).Ro. Bronze centre-looped cosmeticmortar, brooches (Colchesterand
Colchester-derivativetypes)and coins (c. 260-335). (M.d.f.).
Linstead Magna (LDM 003). Ro. Bronze brooch (Colchester-derivativetype), bracelet,
vesselescutcheon,miniatureaxe fragment,buckleand coins(1stto mid4th centuries).(M.d.f.).
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Lowestoft(LWT 144). IA. Fragment of a large bronze terret with projecting mouldings on
the ring and red enamel, probably 1st century in date. (M.d.f. per N.M.S.).
Martlesham(MRM 039). Ro. A small test pit in the vicinity of a possible villa first identified
c.1929 produced a white glass tessera. Uohn Tyler for Mardesham History Society).
Mellis (MLS 017). Ro, Sx, Md. Penannular bronze brooch, Fowlertype A3 with collared
knob terminals. Two bronze stirrup terminals and a cheekpiece, Late Saxon. A bronze disc
brooch with raised central setting, Late Saxon or medieval (Fig. 148, C), and an unusual
lead strap end, perhaps a pattern, with an indistinct animal head motif. (M.D.D.C.).

5 cm

FIG. 147 —Group of Anglo-Saxon silver objects from near Ipswich.
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Metfie (MTF Misc).Ro. Bronze cosmeticgrinder with centre loop and worn animal
head terminals. (M.d.f.).
Mickfield (MCK017). Sx. EarlyAnglo-Saxoncruciformbrooch. (I.D.D.C.).
Mickfield (MCK018). Sx. Silversceat, Series F bi, (c. 690-710). (M.d.f.).
Milden (MDN Misc). Md. Gilded bronze bent fragment of a figure, probably Christ,
which wasperhaps originallyenamelled, Limogesstyle, 13th century (M.d.f.).
Monks Eleigh (MKE 025). Md. Coins and tokens, 13th to 14th centuries and a bronze
harness pendant, lozengeshaped and withan indistinctinciseddesignof a cloakedwoman.
Monk Soham (MKS 011). Ro. Coins (Late 3rd to late 4th centuries), bronze brooch
(Colchester-derivativetype), ring, bracelet fragment, strap mount and lead steelyard
weights.(I.D.D.C.).
Mulford (MUD017). Sx, Md. Early Anglo-Saxoncruciform brooch and medievalsilver
annular brooch. (M.d.f.).
Nacton (NACMisc).Md. Bronze hinge strap, decorated with notches and ring and dot
motifs,from a fine casketor reliquary,late 1.1thto 12th century. (I.D.D.C.).
Nettlestead (NTT 009). IA, Ro. Bronze miniature terret; coins (late 1st to later 4th
century). (M.d.f.).
Orford (ORF 106).IA, Md. Abronze 'ribbed' terret, probably3rd or 2nd century BC(Fig.
143, B). Twovery similar bronze harnesss pendants, four-armed around a centre square
(Fig. 149, D, E). (1.D.D.C.).
Otley (OTY 023). BA. Fragment from the tip of a bronze spearhead, Middle or Late
Bronze Age. (I.D.D.C.).
Otley (OTY 024). Ro, Sx. Bronze brooches including Colchesterderivatives,head stud
and a lower Severn T-shaped type, coins (1st to mid 4th centuries), nail cleaner,roof tiles
and pottery including samian, amphora and Colchester colour-coated ware. A doublehooked fastener of Middle to Late Saxon type. (I.D.D.C.).
011ey(OTY027). Sx. Bronze buckle,the complex design now veryabraded, Late Saxon;
and a silverpenny of/Ethelred 11(c. 977-1003),long crosstype, Norwichmint. (I.D.D.C.).
Parham (PRH 005). IA, Ro, Sx. Cast bronze (potin) coin, Thurrock' type, Van Arsdell,
1402.Bronze brooches (Colchesterderivativeand Hod Hill types),finger ring, coins (3rd
to mid 4th century). Fragment of a Late Saxonbronze cheekpiece.(I.D.D.C.).
Parham (PRH 010). Md. Bronze shield-shaped heraldic pendant or harness attachment
with, unusually, circular attachment loops at the top and bottom. The front face bears
impaled arms: dexter: a lion rampant with traces of gilding on a white enamelled
background; sinister: two triple-turreted castles,gilded, on a red enamelled background.
Probably the arms of the kingdoms of Leon (argent, a lion rampant gules) and Castile
(gules,a triple-turreted castleor). Asimpaled arms, it should represent KingAlfonsoIX of
Leon (reigned 1188-1230)and his wifeQueen Berengaria of Castile(reigned 1214-17).If
contemporary this would be an early instance of impaled arms and of the use of horse
harness pendants; however Alfonso and Berengaria were the grandparents of Queen
Eleanor of Castile,wifeof Edward I (married 1254,died 1290),so perhaps the pendant
was made then (Fig. 149, B). (I.D.D.C.).
Parham (PRH 020). IA, Ro, Sx, Md. Gold stater, Gallo-BelgicE type, VanArsdell 50 or 52.
Roman coins (2nd to mid 4th century), bronze miniature axe. Early Anglo-Saxonwrist
clasps, Hines forms B12 and B18. Bronze mount depicting a horse and rider with raised
arms, possiblyholding a drinking vessel—a type of Vikingperiod dress or belt fittingfound
in England and in North Germany and Scandinaviawhich also includes 'Valkyrie'type
figures such as one from near Wickham Market (Archaeolog)'in Suffolk 2002, 347).
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(Fig. 148, B). Lozenge shaped bronze heraldic harness pendant, bearing a gilt cross
engrailed on a dark-coloured enamel background, probably the arms of the Uffords, earls
of Suffolk: sable, a cross engrailed or, between 1298 and 1382 (Fig. 149, C). (I.D.D.C.).
Pettaugh (PAU 008). Ro. Bronze brooches (Colchester, Langton Down and Colchesterderivative types), coins (3rd to mid 4th centuries) and pottery. (M.d.f.).
Raydon (RAY021). Sx. Silver penny, CRUX type of /Ethelred II (978-1016). (I.D.D.C.).

A

5cm

FIG. 148 —Later Saxon or early medieval objects: stirrup-strap mount (A) from Ixworth; decorative mount
(B) from Parham, strap fitting (E) from Bedingfield; brooches (C, D, F, G) from Mellis, Wyverstone,
Hemingstone and Akenham.
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Raydon (RAY Misc). IA. Gold stater, early Gallo-Belgic Ambiani type, Van Arsdell 10-1.
(M.D.D.C.).
Shimpling (SPL 024). Ro. Rectangular lead tag with a single hole on a short edge, which
has writing incised on both faces; a similar object found in Carlisle identified the owner of
the object to which it was attached (Fig. 144, C); also a few coins (late 3rd to mid 4th
centuries), Hod Hill brooch, lock bolt and probable nail cleaner fragment. (M.D.D.C.).
Shimpling (SPL Misc). Ro. Rectangular gold ear-ring comprising two plates joined at the
margins. The front-plate is embossed with a decorative swagged border framing a central
rectangular box-setting, now empty. The hook, now missing, was attached to the back
plate. (M.D.D.C.).
South Elmham St Margaret (SEM 009). IA, Ro, Sx. Silver coin, Icenian Pattern-Horse ECE
type. Roman coins (2nd to late 4th centuries) and brooches (including Colchester,
Colchester-derivative,
knee and enamelled-disc types). Anglo-Saxon cruciform and smalllong brooches. (M.d.f.).
South Elmham St Mary otherwiseHomersfield (SEY 017). IA. Bronze and iron object with
relief curvilinear decoration, probably a clip for attachment to a wooden vessel or box;
silver Icenian coin, Anted Pattern-Horse type and a bronze coin of Cunobelin, VanArsdell
2107. (M.d.f.).
Stanstead (STS 017). IA, Ro. Bronze uninscribed coin with possible serpent on obv. and a
stylised horse with rider to right rev., as Hobbs no. 2491; Roman coins, 1st to mid 3rd
century. (M.D.D.C.).
Stuston (SUS 032). Sx. Bronze cruciform brooch fragment with opposed S-motifs in a
central rectangle, 6th century. Fragment of a probable Late Saxon bronze strap end.
(M.d.f.).
Sutton (SUT 022). Ro, Sx. Enamelled bronze panel from a small hexagonal vase,
originally rivetted together along the flanged edges, with blue enamel. Gilded bronze
decorated fragment, probably from an ornate Anglo-Saxon brooch. (M.d.f.).
Thorndon (THD 025). BA, Ro. Bronze tang probably from a Middle or Late Bronze Age
knife or razor. Bronze mount in the form of a female head with ornate hair arrangement
and ornament, probably from a Roman wooden casket (Fig. 144, F). (M.D.D.C.).
Tostock(TCK 011). Me. Flint tranchet axehead. (M.d.f.).
TrimleySt Martin (TYN 104). Sx. Fragment of an Early Anglo-Saxon bronze small-long
brooch, and a sherd of Ipswich ware pottery. (M.d.f.).
TrimleySt Mary (TYY 050). Ro, Sx. Roman grey ware pottery and coins (late 3rd to mid
4th centuries). A hand-made, possibly Anglo-Saxon sherd and a sherd of Ipswich ware with
circular lattice stamp decoration. (M.d.f.).
TrimleySt Mary (TYY Misc). Ro. Bronze button-and-loop fastener, unusually with a head
comprising four joined circles containing red enamel. (I.D.D.C.).
Ubbeston (UBB 033). Md. Circular lead seal matrix, not very competently engraved:
'IOH DE VELMOSA.' (John de Velmosa') retrograde with a cross patty; coins (late 13th to
16th centuries), pottery and two annular bronze brooches. (M.D.D.C.).
Uggeshall(UGG Misc). Ne. Small polished axe in pale grey flint. (per N.M.S.).
GreatWaldingfield(WFG 038). IA, Ro. Bronze coin, probably of Cunobelin as VanArsdell
2097. Roman coins (mid 2nd to mid 4th centuries) and the terminal of a cylindrical handle
from a 'sceptre' —similar objects are known from religious contexts including Willingham
Fen, Cambridgeshire
and Wanborough, Surrey (Fig, 144, B). (I.D.D.C.).
Little Waldingfield (WFL 015). IA, Md. Bronze brooch, late Iron Age Knotenfibel type.
Lead pointed oval seal matrix inscribed S' AGN' VX' IOHI'S (the seal of Agnes wife of
John') around a foliate device. (I.D.D.C.).
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Little Waldingfield (WFL016). IA. Bronze coin of Cunobelin (c. A.0.10-40), VanArsdell
2109-1.(I.D.D.C.).
Wantisden(WNN015). BA. Smallbronzeshoulderedsocketedaxehead,a typerarelyfound
in Englandand dated to the Wilburtonphase of the Late BronzeAge(Fig.142,B). (M.d.f.).
Wattisham(WAM012). Sx. Cut silverhalfpenny,jewel crosstype of Harold (1035-1040).
(I.D.D.C.).
Wenham Parva (WMP Misc).Sx. Lozenge-shaped openwork bronze brooch of Viking
type. (I.D.D.C.).
Wenhaston (WMH 004). Ro. Bronze crest holder from a 1st-centurylegionary helmet.
(M.d.f.).
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Wenhaston(WMH 027). Sx. Middle Saxon bronze hooked tag dress fastener with silver
wire decoration laid in white paste. (M.d.f.).
Westerfield(WRF 007). BA. Socketed bronze axehead of standard south-eastern type,
Late Bronze Age. (M.d.f.).
Westerfield (WRF 008). Sx. Silver penny of Offa, moneyer Winoth, Blunt type 83
(787-792). (M.d.f.).
Wetheringsettcum Brockford(WCB 059). Ro. Fragment of a bronze cosmetic mortar with a
horned bovine terminal. (I.D.D.C.).
Weybread(WYB 052). Pa, Me. Large rejuvenation flake from a long blade core and three
other flakes, Upper Palaeolithic or early Mesolithic. (M.Cawston).
Wherstead(WHR 063). Ro? Cropmarks including possible parchmarks of buildings close
to a known area of Roman finds. U.McLinden).
WickhamSkeith (WKS 003). IA, Ro, Sx. Fragment of an early Icenian Face-Horse silver
coin. Roman coins (1st to late 4th centuries), brooches (including Colchester derivative
types and an enamelled hare type) and a late bronze finger ring. Early Anglo-Saxon
cruciform and small-long brooches and a wrist clasp. (M.d.f.).
Wingfield (WGD 025). Sx. Bronze counter plate from an Anglo-Saxon buckle of Frankish
type, with pierced

lugs on the back for attachment;

the decoration

includes

three

stylised

rivets (punched dot, with circle on the side ones), possible animal heads along the edges
towards the narrow end and a central possible human figure with shoulders at the broad

5 cm

A

FIG.

150—Medieval (A)bronze figure, (B) gold pendant from near Framlingham.
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end (the head could have been at the base of the bucklepin) withbelt and short legs at the
narrow end (Fig. 146,E). (M.d.f.).
Winston (WNT 016). IA, Sx. Iron Age silver coin, 'Bury' type A, Van Arsdell 80 and a
bronze biconicalcollared-headpin, probably of Middle Saxon date. (M.d.f.).
Winston (WNT050).Ro, Sx. Bronze bust of Minervaemerging from a floweron a small
circularbase, probablyan ornamental fitting (Fig. 144,A).Anglo-Saxonbronze wristclasp,
Hines form B13a, late 5th or 6th century, and a silversceat, Series L, type 12, (c. 630-760).
(M.d.f.).
Witnesham(WTN 019).IA, Ro. Bronze strap fitting ring with offsetdisc, decorated with
a spot of red enamel, and unusually with the shaft below the disc perforated; perhaps
related to Roman button-and-loop fasteners and similar Iron Age fittings. Roman bronze
Colchester-derivativebrooch and bracelet. (M.d.f.).
Worlington (WGN 027). Sx. Incomplete Late Saxon brooch in the shape of a bird.
(M.D.D.C.).
Worth= (TM 0979; WTM 038). BA. Pottery sherds including Beaker and worked flints
found in a recently dug roadside ditch. (M.Noble).
Wyverstone(WYV008).Sx. Bronze discbrooch with central setting containingblue glass
or enamel, a ring of circular depressions around this and a worn outer border of incised
rocker decoration; very similar to one from Mellis,probably Late Saxon (Fig. 148, D).
(M.d.f.).
near Framlingharn(ESOMisc)Md.Lozenge-shapedsmallgold pendant withreliefdesigns
on both faces:on one face a facingbust in bishop's mitre, inscribed S and probably T for
St Thomas Becket(or possibly?N for St Nicholas);and on the other facean annunciation
scenewitha central lilyin a pot, a kneelingArchangelGabrielto the right and VirginMary
to the left (Fig. 150, B). (M.d.f.).
near Ipswich (PASSF-0C2447).Sx. Fragments of ornate silver square-headed brooch,
Hines Group II; silver stud; wrist clasp of Hines classA (Fig. 147,A-C);bronze cruciform
and annular brooch fragments; and a smallbuckle.
FIELDSURVEYS
Brandon,

Elms Covert

(TL/7883;

BRD

167 and

168). A rapid

earthwork

identification

survey followed the discovery of earthworks by Forest Enterprise staff during felling
operations. Twoadjoining areas of former flint mines, over 5ha in extent, with very large
and well preserved earthworks, mainly of gulley and circular pit type. The presence of
some initial knapping (quartering) debris, probably Napoleonic,was also noted.
(ColinPendleton, S.C.C.A.S.for the ForestryCommission).
Glemsford, Park Farm (TL/8348; GFD 032). The fieldwalkingof a small (c. 3ha) area
located a substantialroadside scatter of 15th-to 18th-centurypeg-tile fragments (note: no
buildings are shownhere on maps from the late 18thcentury onwards).Alsoa thin scatter
of later prehistoric worked flints,medievaland post-medievalpottery.
(ColinPendleton, S.C.C.A.S.and members of GlemsfordLocal History Society).
Santon Downham, Downham Highlodge Warren (TL/8085;STN 030). Rapid earthwork
identificationsurveylocatedsmall(0.6ha)area of survivingearthworksfrom post-medieval
flint mines,partly enclosedby a contemporary (early 19thcentury?)boundary bank. Three
forms of mine-head earthworks were visible;large gulley,small crescent (one-man?)and
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slightlylarger circular pit types. These adjoined a 1.2ha area of former mines which had
been levelledto create an arable field in the later 19thcentury,although the remains were
stillvisiblein the form of spread chalk spoil.
(ColinPendleton, S.C.C.A.S.for the ForestryCommission).
ThornhaniEstate (TM/17).Workhas continued withrepeated fieldwalkingof severalareas
on the estate by permission of Lord and Lady Henniker and this has been extended to
surrounding areas by permission of several farmers. Work has revealed increasing
evidenceof many areas of activityfrom the Neolithicto the recent past. Metaldetecting in
the plough soil has added to our record of coins and ornamental metalwork.A small trial
excavationhas revealed that one area of the Roman town has wellpreserved evidence of
two distinct phases of Roman activity.The early phase includes samian pottery typicalof
the 1stcentury and large portions of severalother early pots. Documentaryresearch has
isolated two possible sites for the medieval chapel and these will be examined on the
ground. A number of long distanceroutewaysare being studied and recorded as they cross
the area of study.A geophysicalsurvey is to be conducted on certain key areas. Materialis
being brought together for a publicationwhichwillcompare these findings with evidence
from some of the parishes in the WaveneyValley.
(Mike Hardy and John Fairclough with members of the Thornharn Estate Research
Group).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EXCAVATIONS
Ballingdoncum Brandon, Brundon Hall (TL/8642;BCB014).The desiltingof a canal-like
feature was monitored. This feature lies roughly at right-anglesto the River Stour, but is
separated from it and may originallyhave been the western arm of a medievalmoat that
enclosed the Hall area. The 'moat' was found to be fairly shallowwith a flat base of solid
gravelencountered at lessthan 1mfrom the top of the fill.On the westernside of the moat
the base of a brick and flint wall,built with lime mortar, was partially exposed and some
rubble from the collapseof this feature was dredged out. The general appearance of the
bricks suggeststhat they were machine-madeand 19th century. No evidence for wooden
structures wasrecovered and the desiltingworkwasrestricted to the 'blacksludge' and the
infillvegetation.
(AndrewTester,S.C.C.A.S.for Mr P.Norman and DEFRA;report no. 2004/16).
Benacre, land adjacent to Benacre Wood(TM/4984;BNC 047).An evaluationon the site
of a proposed agricultural irrigation reservoir revealed evidence of medieval occupation
along the frontage of Wood Lane at the northern limit of the site. This was followedby
targeted excavationof a smallarea around the mostarchaeologicallyproductiveevaluation
trenches.
The principal findings were medieval in date, with only ephemeral evidence of late
prehistoric and Saxon activity.The earliest medieval features were a series of small field
and boundary ditchesand a singlepit. These mayhavebeen establishedin the 11thor 12th
century and continued in use perhaps as late as the 14th-century Sometimein the 13th or
14th century a moated site was constructed. Although this was only partially revealed,
three arms of its ditch could be examined showingthat it appeared to have been relatively
small (the area enclosed appears to have been just 240sq.rn) and short-lived, being
abandoned before the onset of the 15th century. Limited evidence of structures and
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domestic occupation on the moated platform was recorded. Contemporary in date to the
moat was a pond immediately adjacent to the western moat ditch and two superimposed
sub-rectangular enclosures some 100m to the east.
(Rhodri Gardner, S.C.C.A.S. for the Benacre Estate; report no. 2003/122).
Bu7y St Edmunds, Moyses Hall (TL/8564; BSE 024). A survey of the south elevation was
undertaken during the repairs following the recent collapse of part of the face of the
building. Features associated with the original Norman build included areas of the
surviving facework (identified by horizontal flint coursing); building lifts and putlock holes
were recorded, along with the sequence of subsequent repairs and alteration. The face on
the ground floor had been completely remodelled and the gables are later additions but
much of the central section is 12th-century work. The south-east corner of the building has
been extensively altered to create a drop for the clock weights, and was found to be tied
into the rest of the structure with reused oak beams built into the masonry core. The head
of a blocked original opening, possibly a first floor door, was also found.
(David Gill, S.C.C.A.S. for St Edmundsbury Borough Council).
Bray St Edmunds, land adjacent to the Lathbury Institute, Church Row (TL/8564; BSE
175). The monitoring of footing trenches during the construction of four houses
uncovered evidence for at least fifteen pits. A small proportion of the spoil was seen during
excavation and two sherds of pottery were recovered. Only one sherd was stratified in a pit
but both were medieval coarse wares of 12th- to 13th-century date.
(Andrew Tester, S.C.C.A.S. for Mr Mothersole; report no. 2003/43).
Bury St Edmunds, High Baxter Street (TL/8564; BSE 202). The construction of two
houses on the site of the former Suffolk Hotel garage led to an excavation of the street
frontage. A residual sherd of Anglo-Saxon pottery was the earliest find from the site. The
first significant occupation evidence was from the medieval period with some evidence of
building although the site was mostly filled with pits for rubbish and cess disposal. This
suggests the street frontage was of secondary importance at this time. During the late 16th
or early 17th centuries about a third of the site contained a building with a chalk floor that
fronted onto the street and had a substantial cellar to the rear. At least two property
boundaries ran through the site, aligning with those that extended as far as the market
place. Adjoining the building were rubbish pits and a well. The cellar was infilled in the
late 17th century, possibly because of a fire although the evidence is inconclusive. The well
was also infilled at this time.
The property boundaries changed, probably during the 19th century, with a wall
foundation running across the middle of the site suggesting there may have been two
terraced houses. These were levelled, and the garage attached to the Suffolk Hotel
represents the most recent use of the site.
(Andrew Tester, S.C.C.A.S. for Mr Gordon Ellis; report no. 2003/18).
Bury St Edmunds, 97 Risbygate Street (TL/8564; BSE 210). Monitoring was carried out
during the excavation of footing trenches for an extension to the rear of the site. At least
eighteen pits were identified with a wide range of dates represented. The earliest pit group
dates from the 13th-14th centuries, but a single large posthole was the only contemporary
structural evidence. There was no evidence from the finds recovered from the pits to
indicate which activities may have taken place on the site beyond basic domestic
consumption.

2003

503

(AndrewTester,S.C.C.A.S.for C.J. Bowersand Son Ltd; report no. 2003/52).
thoy St Edmunds, 6 Cannon Street (TL/8564;BSE 213). A watching brief carried out
during the building of a small extension uncovered a pit. A small sample of the fill
produced one sherd of handmade pottery which is dated either Early Saxon (5th-7th
centuries) or Early Medieval(11th-12th centuries).
(AndrewTester,S.C.C.A.S.;report no. 2004/13).

Bu7ySt Edmunds, 40 College Street (TL/8563; BSE 214). Monitoring was carried out
during the excavation of footing trenches for a new house. At least thirteen pits were
identified. Dating evidence was sparse, but the majority appear to have been medieval,
beginning in the 13th century A chalk surface may be evidence for a medievalbuilding
behind the CollegeStreet frontage. This was covered by a soillayer which may indicate a
hiatus in activityduring the late Middle Ages,but the evidencewas not conclusiveand a
tile- and mortar-lined well from this period was backfilledwith domesticrubbish during
the 16th-17th centuries.
(AndrewTester,S.C.C.A.S.for Mr & MrsJ. Monckton;report no. 2003/98).
Buiy St Edmunds, 22 Brentgovel Street (TL18564;BSE 215). Four pits were exposed in
footing trenches during the constructionof a conservatoryto the rear of this property. One
of these produced 36 sherds of 12th-centurypottery.
(AndrewTester,S.C.C.A.S;report no. 2003/81).

Bu7ySt Edmunds, 84 Southgate Street (TL18663;BSE216).The wallsof a cellar from an
early post-medievalbuilding and a ditch were recorded during a seriesof visitsto monitor
groundworks at the rear of the property. The ditch was2m wideand in excessof lm deep
and may represent an earlier property boundary, which would have divided the plot into
two equal halves.This suggeststhat the current plot may result from the amalgamationof
two medievalproperties and it is noticeablethat tbe plot widths of the other properties in
this row, many of which are timber framed, are about half that of number 84. The finds
from tbe ditch suggest that this merger may have occurred in the late 17th or early 18th
century and the site wasa large singleplot when Thomas Warren drew his map of Bury in
1747. Residual pottery indicates that there was activityon the site in the 13th to 14th
centuries, although all of the features were later.
(DavidGill,S.C.C.A.S.for Mr D. Cunningham; report no. 2003/95).
Bu7ySt Edmunds, Warren Yards,St Andrew'sStreet South (TL15826;BSE217).A group
of three ovens, built into the base of a sunken room or cellar, were found during
excavationsin advance of a housing development. (Fig. 151).The ovenswere circular and
between 1.8m and 2.7m in diameter and survived to the height of the oven floors.They
were built against the sides of the cellar (measuring 7.5 x 4m) cut into the natural chalk,
the floor being 1.2mbelowthe medievalground surface.The cellarwasaccessedby a chalk
ramp and postholes around the edge of the cellar suggest that it was partly covered by a
timber structure. The burning in the ovens indicated that they were operated at low
temperatures and in the absenceof contradictory evidencewere thought to be for baking
bread. The size and robust build of the structure implies that these were part of a
commercialbakery rather than domesticovens.The pottery from the cellar backfilldated
them to the late 13th to early 14th centuries.
(DavidGill,S.C.C.A.S.for Mantpellor EstatesLtd).
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FIG. 151 —Bury St Edmunds (BSE 217). Three circular ovens in a medieval cellar at Warren Yards. North
to the top.

Buiy St Edmunds, 25 Out Risbygate(TL/8464;BSE 218). The graves of at least twelve
individualswere found during the archaeologicalmonitoring of trenches excavatedfor an
extension at the rear of this property. These are thought to relate to the nearby medieval
hospital of St Peter (the site of which is now a nursing home) and probably indicate that a
substantialcemetery existed in the eastern half of the hospital precinct. Possibleevidence
for a medievalbuilding, perhaps the cemetery chapel, wasalso identified.
(SueAnderson, S.C.C.A.S.for Mr D. Sayer;report no. 2003/88).
Buiy St Edmunds, 44-47 St Andrew's Street (TL/8564;BSE219).The remains of a large
man-made gravel bank, part of the medieval town defences, were found running N—S
along the St Andrew's Street frontage. The bank was 12.2mwide and sealed the original
ground surface. Inside the bank a very deep garden soil, which contained a large
assemblageof pottery and animal bone, had accumulatedas a result of the emptying out
of rubbish pits during the 13th and 14thcenturies.A large medievalor early post-medieval
outbuilding, constructed around earth-fast posts was also recorded. It was possiblya cart
shed and not built until an accessfrom St Andrew's Street was created when the town
defences were pulled down, whichbegan soon after the Dissolution.A similarlysized and
shaped building is shown on the Warren Map of 1747. A circular brick oven was also
found; the bricks dated the oven to the late 18th or early 19th century and it was large
enough to be part of a commercialconcern.
(DavidGill,S.C.C.A.S.for Goymer Properties Ltd; report no. 2003/87).
Carlton Colville, land south of bypass,westof HollowLane (TM/5190;CAC001, 031 and
032).An evaluation in advance of housing development indicated three areas of potential
archaeologicalinterest. At the extreme N.E. corner of the development area a feature
associatedwith site CAC001 was recognised. Previouswork in 2003, in advance of a new
bypass, had recognised a series of enclosure ditches defining a multi-period site dating
frorn the Neolithic to the Saxon periods (CAC001 and 026). A ditch found during the
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current evaluationis probably part of the western boundary of this enclosure.
Acrossthe central part of the development area (CAC031), widelyspaced features of
probable prehistoricdate were revealed. One smalland one larger pit both contained early
Iron Age pottery.An undated, isolatedcremation is of probable Bronze or Iron Age date.
Significantprehistoricfeatures havebeen found to the east (CAC001/026)and to the south
(CAC030), and it is likely that these individual features are outliers from these main
concentrations and represent utilisation of the whole landscape during the prehistoric
period.
A very large ditch, 3.5m in width, was recognised running N.E. to S.W.across the site.
This could be the continuation of a large ditch on a similar alignment from site CAC030
to the S.W.This feature appears to define the boundary betweenthe sand and claysubsoils.
In the extreme S.W.corner of the site, a concentration of largely undated features (CAC
032)are thought to be outliersfrom a scatter associatedwith Carlton Hall (CAC004)to the
immediate S.E.This building is thought to be on the site of a medieval,or possiblySaxon,
manor.
(JezzMeredith, S.C.C.A.S.for PersimmonHomes (Anglia)Ltd; report no. 2003/175).
Carlton Colville, land off St Peter's Road (TM/5190; CAC 030). Six trenches all revealed
features of archaeologicalpotential. Of particular interest were two areas, 30rn apart, on
the N.E. edge of the site.The first had the remains of an occupationhorizon or buried soil
that contained prehistoric artefacts (Mesolithic to Iron Age). The second had a
concentration of features of both prehistoric and Late Saxon date. Modern disturbances
were encountered at both the N.W.and the S.E. ends of the site. Despite a considerable
degree of recent earth movementalong the frontage of St Peter's Road, one pit of possible
Early Saxon or medievaldate survived.A series of undated features were encountered in
the south corner of the site. Considerableareas in the north and westof the site could not
be evaluated due to standing buildings and yard surfaces.
(JezzMeredith, S.C.C.A.S.for PersimmonHomes (Anglia)Ltd; report no. 2003/62).
Clare, Clare Priory (TL/7744,CLA037).An investigationof the church was carried out
to determine how much of the original medievalwork remained on the south side of the
building, whichhad been extensivelyrebuilt during the late 19th century.The church was
built, probably in the 14th century, as an infirmary with an upper floor.During the 18th
century it wasconverted into a barn by removing the upper floor and by opening up the
south wall to create large floor-to-eavesdoors. A measured survey of the inner and outer
elevationsand a seriesof test holes identifiedthe areas of remodellingand the limitsof the
survivingmedievalbuild whichincluded the footingswhichhad been left in when the wall
was opened up. A second medieval footing, in the form of a solid pad of bonded flint
covering isq.m, projected from the southern wall and could be the base of the outshot
staircasethat is illustrated on an early 18th-centuryengraving of the building. Evidenceof
an earlier footingsuggeststhat there wasa masonrybuilding on the sitebefore the church.
(DavidGill,S.C.C.A.S.for Clare Priory; report no. 2003/10).
Claydon, Taimoshan,Church Lane (TM/1349;CLY021). Contractors' excavationsfor a
house basement revealed a large prehistoric pit in section. Subsequent archaeological
investigationshowed this feature to be nearly 3m in depth. At its top there was a wide
upper weathering cone c.5m in diameter,but belowthis the sideswere nearly verticalwith
a diameter of c.2.5m.Given the loose nature of the sand subsoilit is likelythat this pit had
a wooden revetment. Potteryrecovered from near the baseof the pit consistedof Grooved
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Ware, suggesting a later Neolithic date for this feature. Higher up the fill a definite break
in the stratigraphy suggests a later recut or possibly a higher section of revetment. Pottery
recovered from the fill of this part of the pit suggests an earlier Bronze Age date and
fragmentary pieces of undiagnostic burnt bone might belong to a dispersed cremation.
Neolithic pits at Broome Heath in Norfolk contained square wooden containers and a
similar interpretation might be possible for this Claydon example. Deep pits and shafts are
known from the earlier Bronze Age, becoming more common in the Iron Age. The
Claydon pit might be an early example of this long established prehistoric tradition.
Alternatively it might be the product of a natural process, caused by the erosion of chalk at
a lower level. Whether natural or not, it seems likely that this feature was carefully
prepared, revetted and was used for the deposition of carefully structured deposits.
Saxo-Norman Thetford-type Ware pottery was recovered from a nearby unstratified
context, suggesting that tbe adjacent St Peter's Church, of Saxon foundation, may have
been the focus of a Saxon/early medieval settlement in this area.
Uezz Meredith, S.C.C.A.S. for Mr and Mrs Duncan; report no. 2003/147).
Coddenham, Vicarage Farm (TM/1254; CDD 022). Metal detecting on this site over a
number of years has located an unusually rich assemblage of Anglo-Saxon coins and other
metalwork. In order better to understand the assemblage and establish a context for it,
archaeological fieldwork was commissioned by the BBC for the series 'Hidden Treasures'.
This fieldwork comprised two elements. Firstly, a geophysical survey was undertaken by
GSB Prospection; secondly, twelve evaluation trenches were opened in locations chosen
both to sample the whole study area and to investigate anomalies identified by the
geophysical survey.
Archaeology in the southern part of the site was restricted to a small area of postmedieval occupation and occasional isolated features, including one pit of probable Iron
Age date. An extensive spread of charcoal-rich material, sealed by subsoil but disturbed by
root and agricultural action, was identified in the northern part of the site. This was rich
in animal bone and assumed to be an occupation layer, despite the fact that it contained
virtually no pottery. Features were present beneath this layer but only one small pit,
probably associated with metal-working, was visible within, or cutting the layer. The most
notable structure identified during the evaluation was a 'hall' building of post-in-trench
construction,
measuring
Ilm
x 7m, and probably
7th -century
in date. Two possible
sunken-featured buildings were also identified. The associated pottery assemblage was
sparse but was all handmade, with a variety indicative of 7th-century settlement.
(Linzi Everett, S.C.C.A.S. for the BBC; report no. 2003/66).
Darsham,Darsham Old Hall, Westleton Road (TM/4169; DAR 012). Monitoring of a new
extension (the north wing) indicates that the new build was within the footprint of an
earlier structure, confirming historical accounts of the plan of the house. Unstratified finds
of 15th/16th-century date were recovered from the excavated spoil.
Uezz Meredith, S.C.C.A.S. for Mr K. Cormack; report no. 2003/178).
Eriswell,Temporary Lodging Facility,RAF Lakenheath, (TL/7380; ERL 127). Evaluation
in advance of the construction of the new Facility revealed two undated gullies, a probable
geological feature and three undated pits which may be prehistoric but could equally be
tree holes. Subsequent monitoring of the groundworks revealed clear 'mouldboard'
ploughmarks in section. These were a single set of marks, cutting into undisturbed
Breckland heath and sealed by later soil deposits and may represent rare evidence for the
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expansion of agriculture across the Breckland. A sample of the ploughmarks has been
taken for Optically Stimulated Luminescence (OSL) dating and for soil
micromorphologicalanalysis which will be undertaken if the OSL gives a medieval or
earlier date.
U0 Caruth, S.C.C.A.S.for the Ministry of Defence, Defence Estates (USF); report no.
2003/48).
Eriswell, FamilyHousing Maintenance Facility,RAF Lakenheath (TL/7279;ERL 129).
Evaluation and excavation in advance of a new building revealed a continuation of the
drovewayditches found in an adjacent site (ERL089).These were found in the southern
end of the site. The remainder of the development area contained small black and grey
sand-filledpits most of whichcontained littledating materialbut the fewthat did appeared
to belong to the Early Neolithicperiod and included a singlecremation.
(Jo Caruth, S.C.C.A.S.for the Ministryof Defence,DefenceEstates(USF)).
Eye, 37 Castle Street (TM/1473;EYE 065). The construction of a garage fronting the
street and situated at the base of the castle motte was monitored. Remainsof a building,
which

appeared

to be aligned

with the road

but was of uncertain

date,

were

observed

in

the baseof the garage footprint whilstthe significantdepth of overburden suggeststhat the
siteimpingeson the infilledmotte ditch, whichisbelievedto followthe line of CastleStreet.
Finds from the overburden layer were all of post-medievaldate, suggestingthat the ditch
became redundant and began to be back-filledaround the 15th or 16th century.
(LinziEverett, S.C.C.A.S.for Mr & Mrs Perry; report no. 2003/108).
Flixton, Tarmac Quarry (TM/2986; FLN 009). An evaluation and excavation was
undertaken over an area of 2.7ha in advance of gravel extraction. The funding for the
work wasprovided by a grant from the AggregatesLevySustainabilityFund whilethe soilstripping plant was provided by Tarmac. The perceived high archaeologicalpotential for
the sitewasbased on previoussignificantfindingsin both FlixtonQuarry (Tarmac)and the
adjacent Flixton Park Quarry (RMCAggregatesLtd) and aerial photographs which had
revealed a square ditched enclosure.
Depositsrelating to a number of archaeologicalperiods were recorded. (Fig. 152).The
earliest features were sixteen pits of Late Neolithic/EarlyBronze Age date. Superficially
these features exhibited a similar character to others excavated at Flixton, although the
Grooved Ware pottery was of a different type (Clactonsub-stylerather than Durrington
Wallssub-style)whichcould be contemporaneous withor slightlyearlier (c.2900B.C.) than
the previouslyexcavatedassemblages.These may represent structured deposits,with flint
tools and pottery sherds deliberately placed within their fills,although the worked flint
assemblagedid contain a relativelyhigh proportion of general knapping waste,as opposed
to worked pieces.It can, therefore, be argued that these depositswere generated by more
domesticrather than specialisedactivities.
A second prehistoric phase, dating to the Late BronzeAge,wasrepresented by four pits,
although they did contain around 80% (by weight and number of sherds) of the whole
prehistoric pottery assemblage.These features were locatedin the same general area of the
site as the Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age features. In addition, the presence of a
relatively large quantity of worked flint and pottery within the topsoil and, more
significantly,in pockets of surviving subsoil is suggestive of a generally high level of
prehistoric activity.It seems likely,therefore, that more superficial deposits of this date
have been truncated by agricultural activity.
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FIG. 152 - Flixton (FLN 009). Plan of the excavation area, with detail of the folly (or dovecote?) building
and enclosure to the left.

While no actual features of medievaldate were recorded, the alignment of the pre-mid19th-centuryroute between Flixtonand Homersfieldwaspreserved by twoparallelditches
that may have flanked a hedgerow on the northern side of the road.
The majority of the archaeologicaldeposits, however,were of post-medievaldate, the
earliest phase of whichincluded the square ditched enclosure (c.30x 30m)and its internal
building, defined by a square footing (6 x 6m) of rammed brick and tile. This feature was
interpreted as a folly,or perhaps a dovecote,in the parkland associatedwith Flixton Hall
and wasprobablyerected in the 18thcentury,although the dating evidencewasambiguous
and an earlier,possibly17th-century,date is alsoconsidered as a possibility.Other features
attributed to the earlier post-medievalphase were a smallgroup of pits that were thought
to represent formal tree-plantings and the redundancy of a ditch whichitselfappeared to

2003

509

relate to an earlier, possiblymedieval,rectilinear field system.
A second post-medievalphase wasassociatedwitha major landscapeupheavalin Flixton
Park undertaken during the middle of the 19th century when the Flixton to Hornersfield
road wasre-routed northwards to its present position.A tree-lined avenue wasalsoplanted
at this time, the western side of whichwasrecorded in the excavationarea. The third postmedievalphase related to the First WorldWarwhen a large area of FlixtonPark wasgiven
over to militarytraining, the survivingevidencefor whichisbackfilledtrenches and latrine
pits.
(Stuart Boulter,S.C.C.A.S.for Tarmac and English Heritage; report no. 2003/107).
Flixton, New Phase 12, Flixton Park Quarry (TM/3086; FLN 064). Archaeological
deposits relating to two phases of activity were identified when an area of 1.5ha was
stripped of topsoil. A small ring-ditch (c.8m in diameter) was recorded, with a possible
central burial and an adjacent unurned cremation. While no dating evidence was
recovered, it is thought likelythat these features were associatedwith the dispersed group
of round barrows in the area which are Early Bronze Age in date. In addition, a series of
ditchesof post-medievaldate were recorded, allof whichwere associatedwith the parkland
surrounding Flixton Hall. A double ditch-line marked the northern side of the pre-mid19th-centuryroute of the Flixton to Homersfieldroad, while a small enclosure coincided
with a formallyplanted wood shownon early maps.
(Stuart Boulter,S.C.C.A.S.for RMCAggregatesLtd).
Frarnhngham,47-55 CollegeRoad (TM/2863;FML 042).An evaluation was carried out
within a proposed development area that is believed to lie within the site of a medieval
hermitage. Three trenches revealed that the site had been subject to considerable postmedieval disturbance. However,an assemblageof 16th-century finds from the trenches
suggestsactivityon the site at this time, possiblycoincidingwith the end of the activelife
of the hermitage.
(LinziEverett, S.C.C.A.S.for Seven Property Group; report no. 2003/116).
Freckenham, Hill Farmhouse, Chippenham Road (TL/6671; FRK 083). Five small
trenches opened as part of the 'Time Team Big Dig'. Over 50 localparticipants recovered
prehistoric material in every trench, including flintworkand relativelylarge amounts of
later Bronze Age to Iron Age pottery together with a contemporary small pit or posthole
and, significantly, a surviving buried soil layer, demonstrating potentially good
archaeologicalsurvival of the prehistoric deposits. Also a few Roman finds including a
fragment of bronze bracelet. The site adjoins a scatter of Neolithicto Iron Age flintwork
and pottery found fieldwalkingin 1999 (see 'Archaeology in Suffolk 1999').
(Colin Pendleton, S.C.C.A.S.,observationof worksby permissionof Mr & Mrs Pieters).
Gedding, Gedding Hall (TL/9558; GDD 001). A 1sq.m trench was excavated in
connectionwith the 'Time Team Big Dig' to investigatethe site of a building shownon the
tithe map of 1842closeto the S.E.corner of the moat surrounding the Hall. This building
(measuring 17x 6.5m)is presumed to have been a barn and it formed a part of the eastern
side of a rectangular forecourt to the south of the moat. The forecourt and its buildings
had been removed by the time of the Ordnance Survey 1st editition map of 1885.The
trench was placed over the estimated line of the west wallof the barn, but although some
loose brick rubble was encountered, no definite traces of a building were found. It is
presumed that the foundationsof the building were removed when the area in front of the
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Hall was landscaped in the 19th century.
(Edward Martin, S.C.C.A.S.for BillWymanand Channel 4).
Hoxne, Oakley Park Pit (TM/1776;HXN 001).A week's work in early September and a
further three daysin Octoberconcluded the fieldelement of the environmentaland dating
project that has been taking place at this Lower Palaeolithicsite since2000 (for a summary
of the previous work here see last year's report).
Current work. The work since 2000 has examined and sampled all the units described
previously, in particular the lake sediments through coring in the Brickyard Pit, and
through open excavationof all the contexts described in the upper sequence, including
those that contain the Lower and Upper Industries. The work in 2002 was particularly
important as this demonstrated in section the relationship between the contexts that
contain the Lower and Upper Industries (Ashtonet al. 2003).This showedthat the fluvial
sediment of Bed 4 overliesStratum C, and that both are cut by a previouslyunrecognised
channel, on a south-westto north-east axis and which is filled with sands, silts and clays.
The Lower Industry was excavated from a gritty sand on the north-west margin of this
channel. The Upper Industry is from the upper part of Bed 5 which appears to be a
colluvialdeposit that overliesBed 4 and the southern part of the newlyrecognisedchannel.
This work suggeststhat the Lower Industry was later than both Stratum C and Bed 4,
an observation that was confirmed through two separate trenches (Areas V and VI) in
2003. These trenches lay to the west and to the east of the west cuttings of Singer et al.
(1993) from which the Lower Industry had been excavated. Area V, in particular,
contained horse bones and flint artefactsfrom the samecontext as the Lower Industry and
could be shown to lie in the base of the new channel. Initial re-examination of the fauna
that was associatedwith the LoweyIndustry suggestsa relativelywarm environment, with
speciessuch as fallowdeer, red deer and thermophilous fish such as tench and rudd.
In 2002 a core was taken from the deepest part of the lake basin, adjacent to that of
Evanset al. (1896)(Ashtonet al. 2003).In October 2003 the upper part of the sequence,in
particular Stratum C was examined in more detail through a 4m x 4m excavation
alongsidethis borehole. Stratum D wasexposed at the base overlainby c. 3.5m of Stratum
C and by up to 30cm of a sandier unit at the top, interpreted as a lateral faciesof Bed 4.
The section was sampled extensively for vertebrates, molluscs,ostracods, beetles, plant
macrofossils

and

pollen.

While

excavating,

leaves

of dwarf

birch

and

dwarf

willow

were

readily identifiable.
The stratigraphic successionat Hoxne therefore showsseveralchanges in climate.The
till (stratum G) indicates glacialconditions followedby climaticwarming during the lake
sequence, culminating in the alder carr of Stratum D. A probable hiatus occurs in the
sequence (Charles Turner pers. comm.) prior to the regeneration of the lake under cold
conditions as shown by the sediments of Stratum C. A further warming in climate is
probably indicated by the fauna of Bed 4 and certainly by the fauna associatedwith the
Lower Industry in the newlyidentifiedchannel.
The lacustrine sequenceat Hoxne is generallycorrelated with OIS 11whichis known to
be a complex temperate stage (Tzedakiset al., 1997).If the interglacialsequenceat Hoxne
within strata F—Drepresents the early part of OIS 11, the cold-warmoscillationshown by
stratum C and the overlyingdepositscould either be attributed to a later part of OIS 11or
subsequent OI stages. It is hoped that continued analyseson the samples taken through
the current work willresolvethese criticalissues.
Acknowledgements. Wewould like to thank the British Museum, the BritishAcademy,the
SocietyofAntiquariesand the LeverhulmeTrust (through the AncientHuman Occupation
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of Britain project) for funding the project. We are also grateful to Andrew and Mel
Banham, Peter Whatling and SuffolkCounty Councilfor accessto the sites.
(Nick Ashton, Department of Prehistory and Europe, British Museum, Simon Lewis,
Department of Geography, Queen Mary, University of London and Simon Parfitt,
Department of Palaeontology,Natural History Museum, and Institute of Archaeology,
UniversityCollegeLondon).
Hoxne, OakleyPark Stables(TM/1777;HXN 016).Groundworksfor the conversionof a
former stable block to a dwelling were monitored. Much of the site had been subject to
considerable disturbance but evidence of what appeared to be an infilled moat was
observed in underpinning trenches on the east and west sides of the northern half of the
stableblock.
(LinziEverett, S.C.C.A.S.for Mr & Mrs Nicolson;report no. 2003/141).
Icklingham, AllSaints' Churchyard (TL/7772;IKL 088). Recordingprior to, and during,
repairs to the churchyard wallidentifieda rare survivinglength of original wallwhichmay
be medieval.There was no objectivelydatable material in this length of walland a sample
of the lime mortar has been sent to the Oxford Research
Laboratory
for Archaeology
for
OpticallyStimulated Luminescencedating. Resultsare awaited. Later sequencesof build,
repair and modificationto the wallwere also identified and the original wallcapping was
shown to be triangular in profile.
Uo Caruth, S.C.C.A.S.for the Churches ConservationTrust; report no. 2003/85).
Ipswkh, Handford Road (TM/1544;IPS 280).An excavationwas carried out prior to a
residential development on the former Firmin Works site. The excavation covered
approximately a half of the Iha development area. Trial-trenchingin 1997had identified
significantarchaeologicaldeposits of Roman date close to the road frontage, particularly
towards the N.E. corner of the site. The Roman archaeologyappeared to span the whole
of that period with features, predominantly ditches, of earlier Roman date and an
overlyingoccupation layer which included later Roman finds. In addition, a single sherd
of EarlySaxonpottery and a possiblesherd of MiddleSaxonIpswichWarewere recovered.
The initial phase of the excavationinvolvedthe mechanicalremovalof the upper layers
of overburden leavingapproximately0.2 metres of the occupationlayer.The site wasthen
divided into 2m squares from which a ten-bucket sample was removed from each and
manually sieved to recover artefactual evidence.An undisturbed subsoil/occupationlayer
was identified towards the N.W. corner of the site, whereas for the remainder of the
excavationarea the soil was mixed and although significantquantities of Roman material
were recovered, including metalwork, there was also a large amount of later material
mixed in. At this juncture the layer was thought to represent a medieval/post-medieval
plough soil. A good proportion of the metal-detected finds of Roman date were also
recovered from the sampled squares, including a large number of coins.
Secondary machining then reduced the level of the site down to the natural sand and
gravel subsoil.A complex series of ditches, particularly towards the south and east of the
site, were revealed with common re-cuts and realignments. Although only preliminary
work has been undertaken on the finds, it appears that the majorityof these features were
of earlier Roman date. In one area of the site the ditches included large quantities of
metalworking slag in their fills. Other significant features associated with the Roman
period included a sunken track leading to a timber-lined well,a crescent-shapedoven, a
pottery kiln and a rectilinear enclosure delimited by large post-holes.This enclosure was
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located in the N.E. corner of the site, continuing on under Handford Road to the north,
and into the British Telecom site immediately to the east and was respected by the ditch
complex to the south.
The Early Saxon period had only been represented by a single sherd of handmade
pottery in the evaluation and it was a great surprise when it became clear that there was a
significant phase of activity on the site relating to that period, or, more specifically, the 6th
century. Four definite sunken-featured buildings were identified, with two other possibles,
along with at least three rectangular post-hole buildings of the type described as 'halls' on
sites such as West Stow. Other features positively dated to this period included a number
of circular pits. Finds included ceramics, animal bone, bone objects, spindle whorls, iron
knives, a glass bead, a wrist clasp and miscellaneous ironwork.
Post-medieval deposits included boundary ditches and buildings which predated the
semi-industrial use of the site along with walls, stanchion bases and drains associated with
the Firmin occupation of the site.
(Stuart Boulter, S.C.C.A.S. for Bloor Homes Ltd).
Ipswich, 1-3 St Peter's Street (TM/1644; IPS 412). Monitoring of groundworks associated
with a redevelopment revealed a large deposit of predominantly human bone under the
floor of a Victorian cellar. It is presumed these are from burials disturbed when the cellar
was originally dug in the ?1860s. 1-3 St Peter's Street is the former site of Lord Curzon's
house, an early-16th-century mansion. The mansion was later used by the bishops of
Norwich and from 1666, during the time of the 2nd Dutch War, housed a hospital for
wounded navy seamen. Analysis of the bone has revealed skeletal injuries, including at least
one sword cut, suggesting this bone deposit is probably associated with the hospital phase
of the site. No medieval or earlier burial grounds are known to exist on or near this site.
(Mark Sommers, S.C.C.A.S. for Greystoke and Everleigh Ltd; report no. 2003/25).
Ipswich, Castle Hill (TM/1446; IPS 421). Geophysical ground resistance survey and trial
trenching was carried out for a Time Team television programme in various gardens at
Tranmere Grove and Chesterfield Drive. The objective was to investigate the survival and
layout of the Roman villa, first discovered in the 19th century, and more extensively
excavated by Basil Brown for Ipswich Museum in the 1940s. The geophysics results were
largely

inconclusive

but

seem

to have

picked

out

the areas

of former

excavations.

The

trenching showed that the main villa building was a discrete block, without wings, and that
there was no structural evidence in the area immediately to the south, although separate
buildings including a bath house, have been previously identified to the south of
Chesterfield Drive. Limited areas of intact archaeological deposits were found to survive
within the villa building, particularly one area of collapsed burnt wattle and daub which
probably relates to the demolition of an early phase. Most of the finds, pottery and coins,
dated to the 3rd and 4th centuries, but an unstratified Iron Age, Class II potin coin was
found and 1st- to 2nd-century pottery in a small ditch to the south of the building.
(Wessex Archaeology for Videotext Communications Ltd; document ref. 52568.02).
Ipswich, Makro Site, Ransomes Europark (TM 2041; IPS 429). Monitoring of soilstripping over the site revealed a series of ditches and pits. While no finds were recovered
to help date these features, the evidence suggested that they were of post-medieval date.
The majority of the ditches did not conform to any of the known early map boundaries but
were on similar alignments. In addition, the fills were not uniform and did not exhibit the
kind of leached out character that could be expected if they were of any great antiquity.
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The pits could be divided into twodistincttypes:the firstwere relativelyirregular in shape
withbrown sandyfillsand were interpreted as tree-holes,the secondperfectlycircularwith
a lower fillof charcoal with evidencefor in situ burning. Features such as these have been
identifiedon other siteson and in the vicinityof the former IpswichAirport and have been
interpreted as fog-liftersor decoy lights to confuse enemy bombers during the Second
World War.
(Stuart Boulter,S.C.C.A.S.for Makro SelfServiceWholesalersLtd; report no. 2003/14).
Ipswich, 70-74 St Helen's Street (TM/1744;IPS440).Archaeologicalmonitoring revealed
a 'dark earth' spread underlying the existingbuildings of probable 16th-to 18th-century
date. A pair of east to west ditches directly behind these properties are likelyto be field
boundaries belonging to the period before St Helen's became a suburb of Ipswichin the
12th century. Near the southern boundary of the site a tile-builtkiln or oven wasrevealed.
This feature showed evidence of extreme localisedburning but its function is unclear. A
post-medievaldate is likelyfor the kiln. At the nearby site of St Edmund House on Rope
Walk,post-medievalpottery kilns were found. It is possiblethat the St Helen's Street kiln
is part of this industrial complex.
(Jezz Meredith,

S.C.C.A.S. for Mulberry Property;

report no. 2003/177).

Ipswich, land on the corner of WolseyStreet and FranciscanWay(TM/1644;IAS 5003).
A smallexcavationwas undertaken during late 2002 within a smallstrip of land along the
SAV.edge of this site.A number of pit features belonging to the early medievalperiod and
over fiftyinhumations of a possible 13th/14th-centurydate were excavatedand recorded.
The site wasan extension to an excavationcarried out acrossthe remainder of the corner
plot in 1990.This earlier excavationrevealed two other areas of human burials as wellas
evidence for Saxon and medieval occupation. The excavationareas were situated within
the former precinct of the medieval Greyfriars Friary. It is presumed that the recently
excavatedburials were associatedwith the friary.
(MarkSommers,S.C.C.A.S.for Jedcon Estates;report no. 2004/62).
Ipswich, Neptune Marina (TM/1743; IPS 443). The excavation of a large semibasemented area, part of a major mixed-use development on the site, revealed alluvial
layers deposited on the tidally washed shore of the River Orwell.The upper layers were
dated from their artefacts (pottery and leather) to the 16th and 17th centuries. An
overlying layer of rubble may have been part of a major reclamation episode identified
previously at Neptune Quay (IAS 6601) to the N.W. and thought to have taken place
during the 17thcentury.Natural sands and gravelswere recorded towards the eastern end
of the site immediatelywest of Duke Street which would once have been the strand-line
road.
(Stuart Boulter,S.C.C.A.S.for Redrow Homes; report no. 2004/7).
Lakenheath, Supply Material Control Facility,RAF Lakenheath (TL/7380; LKH 222).
Excavationin advance of the construction of the Facilityrevealed a group of late Roman
pits, and ditches aligned on the same north-south axis seen in the main Roman settlement
focused around Caudle Head Mere. This site lies c.50m east of the previous excavations
and it had originallybeen thought that the Roman settlement did not extend this far but
these results may suggest the occupation spread eastwards during the later Roman period.
A series of north-south aligned ditches were seen on the eastern edge of the archaeology;
these resembled the east-westditches seen to the west,currently interpreted as the north
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edge of the settlement, and it is likelythat these ditches mark the eastern edge.
(Jo Caruth, S.C.C.A.S.for the Ministryof Defence,DefenceEstates(USF)).
Leiston, Leiston Abbey Barn (TM /4464; LCS 131). The footprint for a proposed
extension to the Barn was examined prior to a construction project. While the earlier
digging out for an accessroute had disrupted the natural subsoilsurface and structural
archaeologicaldeposits associated with the medieval building, enough had survived to
deduce that the originalnorthern end waslocated adjacent to and partiallyunderlying the
existing end wall. It appears that the original medieval wall and gable end had been
dismantled, possiblydue to structural failure.
(Stuart Boulter,S.C.C.A.S.for Pro Corda; report no. 2003/30).
Long Melford, Parsonage Farm (TL/8447;LMD007).Monitoringof the footing trenches
for extensions showed a layer of burnt material sealed by a thick deposit of unburnt clay.
Both these layers ran under the existing house and may indicate the former presence of
an earlier building at least partially destroyed by fire.
(Jo Caruth, S.C.C.A.S.for Mr and Mrs Skrine; report no. 2003/9).
Lound, Water Treatment Works(TG/5000;LUD033). Followingevaluationof the site, a
smallexcavationwas carried out prior to the construction of new treatment facilities.Two
pits were recorded, both similar to charcoal-and burnt-flint-filledfeatures of prehistoric
date. However,radiocarbon dating of an oak charcoal sample produced a calibrated date
of A.D. 370 + 50 (laboratorycode GU-11471)placingit in the later Roman or EarlyAngloSaxonperiod.
(LinziEverett, S.C.C.A.S.for Essexand SuffolkWater;report no. 2003/109).
Martlesham, Park and Ride site, High Street (TM/2446;MRM 075). An excavation in
advance of constructionrevealed three main phases of earlier activityin an area of former
heathland. The earliest phase is dated to the Early Bronze Age and comprised an area of
smallshallowpits containing Beaker pottery (somewith rusticated decoration in the form
of fingernail or finger pinch impressions) and a small number of flint tools and flakes.
These pits represent domesticoccupationbut no structures were positivelyidentified.
During the Roman period part of the area was divided by ditches into small fields. Only
a relativelysmallnumber of Roman artefactswere recovered indicating that this area was
farmland, with the settlementlocated elsewhere(possiblylower in the valleyto the north).
The final phase of activityconsistedof post-medievalditches forming field and plantation
boundaries. Alsorecovered during the excavationwas the harness for a two-horseplough
that had been buried in a shallowpit, presumablyduring the first half of the 20th century.
(Mark Sommers, S.C.C.A.S.for SuffolkHighwaysEngineering Consultancyon behalf of
SuffolkCounty Council;report no. 2003/56).
Mildenhall, Beeches Road, West Row (TL/6776;MNL 193).An excavationwas carried
out on a small plot of land destined for housing development. Most of the site was taken
up with extensivepitting, the result of Roman chalk extraction. The pits were infilledwith
rubbish deposits and produced a large assemblageof pottery, animal bones and building
material. Other features included multiple-cutboundary ditchesand part of a narrow ring
ditch. Similarring ditches are being found regularly on the Mildenhallfen edge and are
thought to be a building form. The pottery suggestsintense activityon this site in the late
Roman period and includesmany of the products that are exclusiveto the late 3rd and 4th
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centuries and a high proportion of provincially-traded late specialist wares from the Nene
Valley,Oxfordshire, Much Hadham (Herts.) and the East Midlands. The building material
included tegulae and box flue tiles indicative of a hypocaust in the vicinity. Coins included
two silver Republican denarii dating from the 2nd to 1st century B.C.
(David Gill and Cathy Tester; S.C.C.A.S. for Suffolk County Council Property Division).
Mildenhall, 30 Acre Field, RAF Mildenhall (TL/6777; MNL 532). Trial trenching and a
full excavation were carried out prior to the construction of a new sports field. An area of
c.25,000 sq.m of managed woodland was de-stumped and the topsoil removed under
archaeological supervision. The site is typical of the fen edge with hummocks, and hollows
filled with peat. A full programme of post-excavation work on this site has not yet begun
but preliminary results show the earliest evidence consists of Beaker pottery and struck
flints including thumbnail scrapers, which were found beneath layers of dried peat within
the hollows. A concentration of twenty pits, excavated into a band of chalk, were dated to
the early Iron Age and contained large amounts of animal bone, mostly from cattle.
Intriguingly a human jaw and a whole pot were found in one pit and a fragment of a
cranium in another. The greatest concentration of features is dated to the late Iron
Age/early Roman period with a complex network of ditches and fence lines. Several
circular structures have been identified the function of which is yet to be determined. Later
in the Roman period a new sequence of land division and settlement seems to have
occurred with ditches excavated on a new orientation. This phase also includes an unusual
Roman posthole building measuring 6.5 x 10m in which the largest postholes were set in
the short walls. Buried in a pit within the area of the building were the remains of a horse's
bead, spine, and ribs. Seven human inhumations and three cremations were also
excavated; of which four inhumations and two cremations were in a discrete cluster.
Further excavations are due to take place in 2004.
(Andrew Tester, S.C.C.A.S. for the Ministry of Defence, Defence Estates (USF)).
Nayland with Wissington, Wiston Hall (TL/9533; NYW 007). The desilting of the moated
complex at the Hall was monitored. Little was recorded during the actual desilting but
medieval pottery and tile was recovered from the eroding edge of the moat in one area. A
fragment of an Anglo-Saxon loomweight was also recovered, possibly indicating earlier
occupation than was previously known for this site.
(Mark Sommers, S.C.C.A.S. for Mr G. Storey and DEFRA; report no. 2003/137).
Orford, 71 Broad Street (TM/4249; ORF 033). Monitoring of groundworks associated
with the construction of an extension revealed medieval walls belonging to the 13thcentury friary at Orford. Two separate walls were identified and recorded before they were
destroyed by the construction work. Unfortunately, not enough was revealed to draw any
conclusions as to what specific area of the friary these walls related to. Two graves, one
disturbed by the other, were also identified and partially excavated.
(Mark Sommers, S.C.C.A.S. for Mary Iliff; report no. 2003/67).
Preston St Maly, Priory Farm (TM/9350; PSM 002). A small excavation was undertaken
with funding provided by the Local Heritage Initiative. This followed on from a previous
investigation (1998) of a rectangular earthwork forming part of a complex in a meadow. A
trench excavated across the earthwork revealed a circular structure that was the main
target of the 2003 excavation. A circular pit, 4.5m in diameter, with a central post-hole was
interpreted as the base of a sunken-post mill. A shallow depression concentric to the pit was
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thought to represent a track around which the tail-pole would be walked to turn the mill
into the wind. Shallow post-holes around the edge of the central pit were interpreted as
the settings for revetting at the base of the mound. Artefactual evidence, principally
ceramics, suggested that the mill dated to the late 12th or 13th century.
(Stuart Boulter, S.C.C.A.S. for the Suffolk Archaeological Field Group and the Local
Heritage Initiative; report no. 2003/133).
Purdis Farm, Shepherd and Dog Farm (TM/2141; PFM 009). The area of a proposed
lorry park was evaluated. A small number of features were identified, mostly shallow
charcoal-filled pits. They contained no dating evidence but the freshness of the cuts
suggested they were relatively modern, possibly relating to World War II activities. An
undated ditch was also identified.
(Mark Sommers, S.C.C.A.S. for A.E. Rout and Sons; report no. 2003/21).
Redgrave, Old Garage, The Street. (TM/0478, RGV 043). An area of 160sq.m was opened
up for excavation. Ten clay-filled postholes and two hearth-type features were recorded
suggesting the site of a timber building close to the street frontage. Pottery from the site
indicated a medieval date for the building. Later rubbish pits and a boundary ditch were
also found. The monitoring of the roadway demonstrated that extensive damage had
occurred to the central part of the site when the petrol tanks were installed and no further
archaeological deposits were recorded in this area.
(David Gill, S.C.C.A.S. for Country Homes Developments Ltd; report no. 2003/84).
Rickinghall Inferior, Jubilee House (TM/0475; RKN 036). A watching brief was carried
out at this site, which lies close to a site where Roman remains were previously uncovered
(RKN 017) and within an area marked on the 1880s Ordnance Survey map as a maltings.
Sections of the footing trenches identified a sequence of rubble, crushed chalk and loam
deposits, all of which were post-medieval in date. The crushed chalk layer looked like a
rough surface and it is suggested that this represents activity associated with the maltings.
(Jo Caruth, S.C.C.A.S.; report no. 2003/91).
Rickinghall Superior, Co-op (TM10475; RKS 028). Monitoring (2002-3) of footing
trenches for the new Co-op identified one possible medieval pit, a post-medieval
assemblage of animal bone waste, and three undated but probably post-medieval or
modern features.
(Sue Anderson, S.C.C.A.S. for Draper and Nichols; report no. 2003/92).
Rickinghall Superior, The Garden House (TM/0475; RKS 029). Monitoring of building
work behind this house on Garden House Lane revealed a thick colluvial deposit
containing pottery from the Roman to post-medieval periods. The site lies close to a
Roman site identified by Basil Brown but no cut features or occupation deposits were
found.
(Jo Caruth, S.C.C.A.S. for Mr and Mrs Foulger; report no. 2003/98).
Semer, Semer Bridge (TM/00246; SMR 024). Work to replace the current concrete
bridge (built in 1931) across the River Brett, on the B1115 road, gave an opportunity to
record previous bridges. The base of two brick piers and part of the southern abutment
remain of a brick bridge, which stood until 1931, and crossed the river in three spans. The
bricks dated the remains to the mid-to-late-18th century and recorded in the Quarter
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Sessionsof 1781 is an order for a payment for '54 thousand bricks for work at Semer
Bridge'. Prior to this the river wasspanned withwooden bridges and the positionsof sixtyeight timbers were plotted. The timbers included both softwoodposts, left in the round,
and oak piles that had been squared offusing saws.The ends of the piles had been worked
into points and had been driven 1.5-1.8m into the riverbed. Dendrochronology dates
suggested that there were two phases of bridge building or repair work, with fellingdates
for the timbers at the beginning of the 17th century and in the spring of 1697. The
softwoodswere shallowset and a lot lessrobust than the oak piles and were thought to be
part of the mechanicsof building or dismantlingthe brick bridge.
(DavidGill,S.C.C.A.S.for SuffolkHighwaysEngineering Consultancy).
Stanton, Stanton Culvert (TL/9675,SNT 032). Monitoring of the installation of a new
culvert to carry a smallstream belowthe B1111road revealeda shallowchalkembankment
and possible surface of an earlier road. The road and embankment were thought to be
contemporary withthe earliestphase of the existingculvert,examinationof whichsuggests
an origin in the early-to-mid-18thcentury and therefore probably the crossingillustrated
on Hodskinson'sMap of 1783.
(David
Gill, S.C.C.A.S.
for Suffolk
Highways
Engineering
Consultancy;
report
no.
2003/82.)
Stoke-by-Clare,Stoke College (TL/7443;SBC 031). An evaluation investigated an area
containinga pronounced bank on a NAV.—S.E.
alignment.This waspresumed to be part of
the grounds of the Benedictinepriory and collegefor priests,later occupiedby the present
college.Trial trenching across the earthwork demonstrated that the 'bank' was caused by
the presence of two large ditches forming hollowseither side of a ridge of undisturbed
ground. Presumed later levellingand dumping of hardcore had obscured the extent of
these features. One of the ditches, that running along the N.E., was of particularly large
dimensions, over 5m wide and 2m deep. The upcast bank from the excavated spoil
appeared to be on the outside of the ditch, i.e. away from the priory buildings.
Documentary evidence suggests that such ditches and banks might have been part of a
rabbit warren, although tbe massivenessof the large ditch might alsoindicate the presence
of a deer park. Tile and brick recovered from the ditch and presumed to be part of the
backfillof this feature havebeen dated to the late medievaland earlypost-medievalperiods
(15th to 17th centuries).
Despitethe site's proximityto the church of StJohn the Baptist,possiblyon the site of a
Saxonminster,no evidencefor Saxonor medievaloccupationwasuncovered, although not
all areas of the sitecould be investigateddue to obstructions.Severalprehistoric flintflakes,
their qualitysuggestinga Neolithicdate, were recovered as unstratified and residual finds.
(JezzMeredith, S.C.C.A.S.for StokeCollege;report no. 2003/32).
StratfordSt Mary,River Stour between Flatford and Dedham mills(TM/0633;SSM025).
A watchingbrief on navigationworks on the River Stour revealed a series of timbers and
a spread of rubble interpreted as the remains of a stauncb which is known from
documentary evidence to have existed in this location. The water level in the river had
been loweredby the opening of sluicesdownstreamrevealinga series of upright planks in
two close-setparallel rows running at an angle across the riveE These appeared to be
retaining a deposit of rubble and chalk blocksthat presumablyformed a partial dam. Also
associatedwith this feature were at least four substantialupright timbers running in a line
perpendicular to the plank lines. A small amount of material was removed from the
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riverbed in an area adjacent to the southern bank to enable safe navigation. Unfortunately
it was not possible to see if the timber and rubble 'dam' continued in this direction although
it is assumed that it would have originally connected with the river bank.
(Mark Sommers S.C.C.A.S.; report no. 2003/71).
Sudbuly, Sudbury Sewerage Scheme (TL/8741; SUY 057, 061 and 063; TL/8740; SUY
062). Excavations for the new sewerage system within or near the historic core of Sudbury
were monitored. At site SUY 057 contractors tunnelling under Station Road encountered
a large group of post-medieval artefacts at a depth of 4m from the present street level.
These objects, dating to the end of the 17th or the beginning of the 18th century, are likely
to have come from a deep feature such as a latrine, well or basement. At the junction of
East Street and Girling Street, an excavated shaft revealed a pit containing early medieval
pottery (SUY 061). Site SUY 062 at the western end of Market Hill, revealed no
archaeological deposits despite its proximity to St Peter's Church and potential features
being observed during an earlier phase of investigation. At the junction of Gainsborough
Street and Weavers Lane, site SUY 063 revealed two undated features, possibly associated
with the large defensive ditch now confirmed to be located between Weavers Lane and
Burkitts Lane (see below).
(Jezz Meredith, S.C.C.A.S. for Anglian Water; report no. 2003/148).
Sudbury, land between Weavers Lane and Burkitts Lane (TL/8741; SUY 058). An
evaluation of the area of a proposed residential development located a large defensive
ditch associated with the Late Saxon town. A single clay-packed posthole cut into the ditch
fill was also recorded. A small number of 19th- and 20th-century features were also
present. The subsequent monitoring of the excavation of the footings for the new buildings
fronting Weavers Lane revealed the course of the ditch across the site and a small amount
of pottery was recovered from a primary fill. The pottery has been identified as either Iron
Age or Early Saxon.
(Mark Sommers, S.C.C.A.S. for TJ. Evers Ltd and Asprey Estates Ltd; report no. 2003/65).
Sutton, River Deben foreshore (TM/2849; SUT 195). Following the discovery of manmade wooden structures and pottery on a stretch of foreshore below Sutton Hoo, a
programme of archaeological work was undertaken the better to understand the
archaeology and dynamics of the area. This comprised environmental work, survey of the
eroding river bank, systematic fieldwalking and monitoring of both the foreshore and
condition of the known wooden structures.
The site was revisited on a monthly basis over six months. Fieldwalking, over a gridded area,
recovered a quantity of Roman pottery as well as medieval sherds and worked and burnt flints.
Most of these were found along the upper edge of the foreshore and appeared to be derived
from the eroding saltmarsh rather than originating from relict land surfaces exposed by tidal
action in the intertidal zone. Monitoring of the wooden structures showed no appreciable
change in their form over the six months, nor were any newly exposed structures observed
elsewhere in the study area. Comparative surveys of the saltmarsh edge showed that whilst it
is visiblyeroding, it did not retreat at a significant rate over the course of the study. While the
study time was too short to draw any firm conclusions, there was a general pattern of erosion
along the foreshore, the greatest changes occurring close to the low tide line.
Environmental work consisted of sampling columns taken through the foreshore
sediments and radiocarbon dating of wood and mud samples. Twenty sediment samples
were collected from two sections to build up a picture of the development of the estuarine
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environment. The lowest deposit of the sequence showed that the channel had once been
freshwater, only starting to become brackish around 570 Cal. B.C. + 50 (laboratory code
GU-11068). A second radiocarbon date of Cal. A.D. 1 + 50 (GU-11067) came from a sample
just below the present foreshore. Alder from a wood scatter near the high tide line was
radiocarbon dated to Cal. A.D. 420 + 50 (GU-11084) and a hazel pole from wattling on the
low tide line was dated Cal. A.D. 590 + 50 (GU-11083). Sediment samples taken from
directly beneath the wattle areas suggested that the wooden structures were constructed in
a similar environment to that present today, with an underlying sand ridge allowing access
onto a fairly firm foreshore. The saltmarsh appears to have been less extensive than it is
now, suggesting a wider surface area covered by water at high tide.
Although the wooden structures are too fragmentary to be certain about their function,
the combined topographic and environmental evidence suggests they are most likely to be
the remains of fish traps.
(Linzi Everett and Tom Loader, S.C.C.A.S.for the Sutton Hoo Society; report no. 2003/110).
ThorpeMorieux, Bull Inn (TL/9454; TMX 017). Monitoring of footing trench excavations
at land adjacent to the inn produced evidence for a large ditch or pond running close to
the present

road

frontage.

Pottery

evidence

suggested

that this had been

gradually

filled

in from the medieval period onwards, and a relatively large quantity of late medieval
pottery in both the upper levels of the ditch and a nearby layer may indicate mid to high
status occupation on the site in the early post-medieval period.
(Sue Anderson, S.C.C.A.S. for Mr E. Clayton; report no. 2003/86).
Walberswick,Lilliput, Lodge Road (TM/4874; WLB 061). Monitoring of work here
revealed a thick deposit of 'dark earth' along the eastern edge of the house, up to 1.3m in
thickness. Finds from this deposit indicate a 12th- to 15th-century or later date. While
digging the footings, contractors came upon a near-complete vessel (initially thought to be
a human skull!). Subsequent excavation showed that this was one of a cache of four vessels
dating to the 15th century. These vessels include a Dutch redware cauldron, a jug from
S.W. France, a German stoneware bottle and a whiteware jug from Surrey. To find such
near-complete vessels sometimes indicates tavern clearances, but the imported nature of
the finds assemblage might suggest a high status origin, possibly belonging to a merchant
with international connections.
(Jezz Meredith, S.C.C.A.S. for Mr and Mrs Sowerbutts; report no. 2003/176).
Little Whelnetham,Crutched Friars (TL/8858; WLL 003). The discovery of two footings
demonstrates that the western range of the Crutched Friars, a 16th-century building
constructed amongst the ruins of a medieval friary, once extended further to the north.
This supports evidence from within the roof structure that suggests that the west wing has
been foreshortened and the assumption that the building once had symmetrical wings
around an open courtyard. The footings are thought to be part of the friary claustral
buildings and 13th-century in date.
(David Gill, S.C.C.A.S. for Mrs J. Bridger and Mr A. Robson; report no. 2003/82).
WillinghamSt Mary, land north of Sotterley Park (TM/4585; WSM 005). The evaluation
of the area of a proposed irrigation reservoir revealed a number of probable pits and
ditches, many of which yielded medieval pottery, indicating an area of extensive medieval
occupation. There was also artefactual evidence for an early, high-status, brick building.
(Mark Sommers, S.C.C.A.S. for the Sotterley Farms Partnership; report no. 2003/121).
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CHURCHRECORDING
WickhamMarket, All Saints' Church (TM/3055;IA,KM008). Due to serious structural
failingsof the tower wall fabric, a programme of consolidationand repair was initiated
which included the insertion of three reinforced concrete ring-beams and the
underpinning of the tower walls. An English Heritage grant was dependent on a
programme of archaeologicalrecording forming an integral part of the project.
It had been known that the tower had already been subjectedto repair worksduring the
1970s;however,the major extent of the earlier repairs was a surprise. Large areas of the
tower facing, particularly the corners, had been rebuilt. The difference in
composition/propertiesbetween the mortar used in the repairs and the original corework,
combinedwith the lackof tiesbetweenthe two,may have been at leastpartiallyresponsible
for the more recent structural problems.
The traditional interpretation of the church's architectural history suggested that the
tower had been built in two phases, the basal two stages during the 14th century
(contemporary with the nave) and the belfry during the 15th century Observationsmade
during the above ground archaeological recording, however, suggest that the whole
structure wasbuilt during the 15th century, with the earlier (14th-century)mouldings for
the nave's south doorwayre-used and incorporated as the tower's south doorway
The excavationof underpinning trenches adjacent to the tower wallprovided additional
evidence that supports the new interpretation. The vestiges of an earlier footing that
clearly underlay the footing of the west side of the tower were recorded, the shape and
dimensionsof whichsuggestthat there had been an earlier structure immediatelysouth of
the nave, possiblya south porch. It is likelythat this structure was broadly contemporary
with the 14th-centurynave as the character and depth of its footing wassimilar to that of
the south nave wall. However,there was no evidence for a reciprocal footing underlying
the eastern side of the tower.Another footing,similarin character to that of the south nave
walland possibleporch, wasidentifiedbut clearlyabutted the nave wallfooting.
Disarticulated and articulated human bone was found throughout the internal and
external underpinning trenches proving that at somestage prior to the constructionof the
tower (the stratigraphic relationship of the burials with the possible porch footing was
unclear) that area of the churchyard had been used for burials. In addition, a brick-built
tomb

had been

cut through

the stepped

out base of the tower

footing

on its eastern

side.

Removal of the western end of the tomb revealed that it had been filled with building
debris, apparently after the removal of any burials that had once been present.
Twofurther disruptions were recorded to the external, stepped out, component of the
tower'sfooting.The first,on the western side of the tower,wascut to facilitatethe insertion
of a brick drain that had previouslyserveda down pipe from the tower.The second,a small
cut-awayarea located at the base of the eastern side of the tower wall at itsjunction with
the later (16th-century) south aisle, may have been associated with the insertion of the
aforementioned brick tomb. Alternativelyit could have occurred during the construction
of the south aisle,the base of which clearlysat directlyon the earlier tower footing.
(Stuart Boulter, S.C.C.A.S.for Wickham Market Parochial Church Council and English
Heritage).
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